
Nurture Students’ 
Spirituality

By Gloria Leung
Principal of Kau Yan School

27 September 2017



Kau Yan School 
A spiritual school helps students build harmonious 
relationships with oneself, others, the environment, and God



To Start with WHY
Very often, the spirituality of children has been neglected in 
many schools. Children do not know how to accept their real 
selves and love, suffer from low self-esteem, also 
disconnected with other people and the surrounding

In recent years, there have been increasing rate of children 
suffering from mental illness such as anxiety and depression



What is Spirituality?
A spiritual person whose highest priority is to be loving to 
yourself and others. It involves a search of purpose and 
meaning in life

A spiritual person cares about people, animals and the 
planet

“Children's spirituality flows through their capacities for 
spontaneous joy and wonder”  by Larry Culliford



Be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k028-NETGOQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k028-NETGOQ


What makes the Kau Yan School different?



School Guiding Principles
1. Life enhancement
2. Relationships building
3. Quality focussed
4. Positive psychology



A Child-Centred School
Sensitive to students' personal 

development and feelings 

 

Based upon students’ needs, 

interests and abilities to 

construct all sorts of learning 

experiences



A School Respecting Diversity & 
Uniqueness
Every child will be accepted as he or she is.



Listen to Students’ Voices







Our Students





The Glory
We have the capacity for :

/ rational thought

/ moral choice

/ artistic creativity

/ social relationships

/ humble worship 

(think, choose, create, love, worship).



The Shame
Mark 7:21-23

Our innate human capacity for evil:

/ the extent of evil is universal

/ the essence of evil is self-centredness (nature) 

/ the origin of evil is human heart 

/ the result of evil is that it defiles us 



God’s Purpose
To build a new society, a new family, even a new human race, 

that lies a new life & a new life style.

A Purposeful Life



A Christian School

School-based Essentials Bible Curriculum (EBC),School 
Assembly and Life Lessons, Gospel Week, Christmas 
Service and Easter Service, Student Fellowship (I Can Fly), 
Little Disciple Team, Graduation Camp, Teacher Fellowship, 
Parent Class etc.

Genuine Christian education seeks to integrate God’s Word into 
the curriculum.
1. Christian education is an acknowledgement about God’s world. 
2. Christian education is an attitude related to God’s Word.
3. Christian education is an ambition to do God’s will.



Connecting with God
Nurture and discipline students through 
God’s Words, prayers, pastoral care, daily 
experiences, meditation etc

Seeing through the eyes of God



Character Education
God give man freewill to make all choices. Making good 
ethical choices is the key to becoming a moral person. Being 
allowed to make choices is essential then to becoming a 
person of character. 

Encouragements and punishments -- according to our positive 
discipline, logical consequences must be felt for bad choices.

 
 



Character Education

1.Caring beyond the classroom: Using role models to inspire 
altruistic behavior and providing opportunities for school and 
community service. Adopt the “Feel-Touch-Think-Act” framework.
2.Creating a positive moral culture in the school: Developing a 
caring school community that promotes the core values.
3.Parents and community as partners: Helping parents and the 
whole community join the schools in a cooperative effort to build 
good character.

Three School-wide Strategies



A Positive School 

Positive education brings together the science of Positive 
Psychology with best practice teaching to encourage and 
support individuals, schools and communities to flourish. We 
refer to flourishing as a combination of ‘feeling good and 
doing good’. Positive Education focuses on specific skills that 
assist students to strengthen their relationships, build positive 
emotions, enhance personal resilience, promote mindfulness 
and encourage a healthy lifestyle.



Positive Education Model



Positive Education at KYS



Positive Education at KYS





Positive Emotions



•Feeling good

•Doing good

•Everything is amazing





A Healthy and Green School
Concern the physical, social, mental, spiritual health of our 
students

Set up healthy school policy, students have a lot of physical 
exercises, mindUP practices, planting, students' interactions 
among themselves, bible sharing etc

We all love the environment





A Loving and Harmonious School
Students learn to love and love to learn, accept and love 
oneself first, then build good relationships with others

Adopt positive discipline and positive language as school 
policy for all teachers



A Happy School
The “Happy Schools Project” is a 
framework for learner well-being in 
the Asia Pacific is published in 2016 
by UNESCO. It looks beyond the 
traditional domains of learning to 
embrace a diversity of talents and 
intelligences by prioritizing so called 
non-academic skills and 
competencies such as creativity, 
teamwork and communication.





The Happy Schools Criteria
Values & attitudes

Achievement
Engagement

Competencies
Positivity

Creativity & Fun
Collaboration

Use & Relevancy
Respect diversity

Democracy



Our Happy School Practices : People
1. Encourage parental involvement by making schools ‘open’ to them
2. Create a sense of family in the school environment
3. Place emphasis on greetings and smiles
4. Prioritize teacher personality, attitude and ethics in teacher recruitment and evaluation
5. Collective teacher efficacy, enhance teacher skills and competencies through school networks and 

peer support
6. Observe and celebrate teachers and their contributions to schools and society
7. Cater for our students’ abilities, needs and interests is our prime concern
8. Infuse positive values, attitudes and practices to all students
9. Allow students to give feedback to teachers

10. Promote knowledge of other cultures both within and outside the school context, P6 “Global 
Citizenship”

11. Encourage role play and discussion to create empathy and understanding, P5 “Pay It Forward”
12. Include students with special needs through collaborative learning
13. Implement activities with other schools in the broader community





A Compassionate and Giving School





A Creative School
Treasure children's creativity, their capacities for joy and 
wonder e.g. KYS's Got Talent



KYS’s Got Talent



Classroom Practices
1. Encouraging creativity and self-regulated learning
2. Multiple intelligences
3. Differentiated instruction
4. Inquiry-based learning and teaching
5. Grouping and personalized learning
6. Higher order thinking
7. Learn to read and read to learn



A Global School








