
THEO 5142 Issues Facing Churches Today 當代教會所面對的議題 

Term 1, 2026-2027; Monday, 9:30am-12:15pm; Venue: CKB UG04 

Teacher: Professor Ann Gillian Chu (Office: YCT LG109; Telephone/WhatsApp: 3943-6246; 
Email: anngillianchu@cuhk.edu.hk) 

Course Website: https://blackboard.cuhk.edu.hk/ultra/courses/_272924_1/outline 

1. Course Description 

The Church is God’s sacrament embodied on earth, in human history and social and 
cultural system, witnessing to the God of life and confronting the idols of death. This 
course starts to reflect the church as a continuing manifestation of missio Dei as life-
flourishing, bringing peace and reconciliation, and celebrating life and its interface with 
social and cultural systems, that is, the church as an alternative social and cultural system 
and the church as a constituent unity of social system. Throughout the course, students 
are introduced to how topics such as ecology, disability, sex/gender, generation groups, art, 
science, psychology, technology, and decoloniality are understood in church contexts 
outside of Hong Kong. Students are trained to discern and engage in God’s salvific work in 
social and cultural system outside of their immediate contexts, and then reflect on how 
such learnings can be applied in their own context of Hong Kong Christian communities. 

2. Learning Outcomes 

• To adopt multi-disciplinary approaches to identify, analyze and evaluate the 
contemporary issues facing churches in contexts outside of Hong Kong 

• To identify and critically review church and how it interacts with various societal and 
cultural topics in contexts outside of Hong Kong 

• To critically apply learnings from scholars from various contexts to the context of 
Hong Kong Christian communities 

Each class will be roughly structured as follows: 

• 1.5 hours of lecture 
• 1 hour of seminar discussion related to the assigned readings. 

3. Course Schedule 

Week/Date Topic Readings 
Week 1/7 
September 
2026 

Social 
System and 
its Relevance 

Budde, Michael L. and Brimlow, Robert W., eds. The Church 
as Counterculture. State University of New York Press, 
2000. (Chapter 1) 



for Christian 
Reflections 

Parsons, Talcott. “An Outline of the Social System.” In 
Classical Sociological Theory, edited by C. Calhoun et al., 
2nd ed. Blackwell, 1961. (Chapter 33) 
http://www.csun.edu/~snk1966/Talcott%20Parsons%20-
%20An%20Outline%20of%20the%20Social%20System.pdf  

Week 2/14 
September 
2026 

Church and 
Ecology 

Havea, Jione. “The Politics of Climate Change: a Talanoa 
from Oceania.” International Journal of Public Theology 4 
(2010): 345-355. 
https://doi.org/10.1163/156973210X510893.  

Week 3/21 
September 
2026 

Church and 
Disability 

Kung, Lap-yan. “Salvation as to Celebrate Life through 
Initiating a Liberating Course of Karma: Experiences of the 
Blind and Visually Impaired in Hong Kong.” Journal of 
Disability & Religion 28, no. 1 (2024), 28-
45. https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2023.2174239.  
Retief, Marno, and Rantoa Letšosa. “Models of Disability: a 
Brief Overview.” HTS Teologiese Studies/Theological 
Studies 74, no. 1 (2018): a4738. 
https://doi.org/10.4102/hts.v74i1.  

Week 4/28 
September 
2026 

Class Visit: 
Asia Art 
Archive 
 
(10:00am-
12:15pm) 
 
Meet directly 
at 11/F 
Hollywood 
Centre 
233 
Hollywood 
Road 
Sheung Wan, 
Hong Kong 

Wong, Mark, Ankita Mishra, and Aunam Quyoum. “‘Zine-ing’ 
Research Otherwise: Care, Joy, and Creative Co-Design 
with Racially Marginalised Communities.” Journal of 
Creative Research Methods 2, no. 1 (2026): 132-165. 
https://doi.org/10.1332/30502969Y2025D000000011.  

Optional: 
Webinar 
 
(7:30pm-
9:30pm) 

Sign up: http://forms.gle/hanxqpuWZkXuQ4218  
"Scripture, Silence, and Suffering — Revisiting Old 
Testament Narratives of Sexual Violence"  
Content: The Bible contains several narratives involving 
sexual violence, yet in church Bible studies and sermons, 
these passages are often skipped over or addressed only 
through abstract moral lessons. This seminar invites Prof. 
David Tombs, theologian at the University of Otago, New 
Zealand, to guide participants in revisiting two Old 
Testament narratives: the story of Tamar (2 Samuel 13) and 

http://www.csun.edu/%7Esnk1966/Talcott%20Parsons%20-%20An%20Outline%20of%20the%20Social%20System.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/%7Esnk1966/Talcott%20Parsons%20-%20An%20Outline%20of%20the%20Social%20System.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1163/156973210X510893
https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2023.2174239
https://doi.org/10.4102/hts.v74i1
https://doi.org/10.1332/30502969Y2025D000000011
http://forms.gle/hanxqpuWZkXuQ4218


David's ten concubines (2 Samuel 15–20). The seminar 
aims to provide a safe learning space for church members, 
theology students, and pastors, using biblical 
interpretation as an entry point for rethinking how church 
communities can confront, respond to, and walk alongside 
survivors of sexual violence. 
Speaker: David Tombs  
Moderator: Yannis Ng 

Week 5/5 
October 
2026 

Guest 
Lecture (1): 
Gen Z and 
Alpha and 
Christian 
Churches 
(Prof. Rachel 
Robertson, 
HKBU) 

Chu, Ann Gillian, and Rachel Siow Robertson. “Social 
Media and Hong Kong Christian Communities: Diversity 
and Equality.” Religions 17, no. 5 (2026): 608. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel17050608.  

Week 6/12 
October 
2026 

Church and 
Diversity 

Bennett, David. A War of Loves: the Unexpected Story of a 
Gay Activist Discovering Jesus. Zondervan. (Part 5) 

Week 7/19 
October 
2026 

CHUNG 
YEUNG 
FESTIVAL 
(NO CLASS) 

 

Week 8/26 
October 
2026 

Church and 
Art 

Kašparová, Pavlína. Art as a Living Theology: Exploring 
Artists' Vocation. Wipf and Stock, 2026. (pp.1-42) 

Week 9/2 
November 
2026 

Guest 
Lecture (2): 
Sexual 
Harassment 
Policies in 
Hong Kong 
Churches 
(Ms. Jessica 
Tso, HKCC)  

TBC 

Week 10/9 
November 
2026 

Church and 
Science 

Perry, John, and Joanna Leidenhag. Science-Engaged 
Theology. Cambridge University Press, 2023. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009091350. (Chapter 1) 

Week 
11/16 
November 
2026 

Church and 
Psychology 

Watanabe, Shoko, Sarah A. Bixler, Carmen Callizo, Jahdiel 
Perez, Hannah Waite, Amy Daughton, and Carissa Sharp. 
“Fruitful Friction: a Roundtable Discussion on Cultural and 
Psychological Resources for Wellbeing.” Journal of 

https://doi.org/10.3390/rel17050608
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009091350


Psychology and Theology (2026). 
https://doi.org/10.1177/00916471261461584.  

Week 
12/23 
November 
2026  
(Recorded 
Lecture) 

Church and 
Technology 

Checketts, Levi. “Magnifica Humanitas on Education, the 
Economy and Labour.” Sunday Examiner (26 June 2026). 
https://www.examiner.org.hk/2026/06/26/magnifica-
humanitas-on-education-the-economy-and-
labour/features/  
Taylor, Steve. “The Visual Grammar of Online Faith-linked 
Climate Activism: Case Studies of Grassroots “Moana” 
Theologies in Oceania.” Ecclesial Futures 7, no. 2 (August 
2026): pp. 

Week 
13/30 
November 
2026 

Church and 
Decoloniality 

Biggar, Nigel. Colonialism: A Moral Reckoning. William 
Collins, 2023. (Introduction and Chapter 1) 

 

4. Assessments 

All the assignments have to be submitted to Blackboard and veri-guide. 

Task Description 
Class Participation 20% Active participation in class. Further 

explanation will be provided in class on 
Week 1 (7 Sept 2026). 

Book Review 20%, 2,000-2,500 words. Due 
Date: 24 October 2026. 

Choose one of the following books and 
write a review.  

• Bennett, David. A War of Loves: the 
Unexpected Story of a Gay Activist 
Discovering Jesus. Zondervan. 

• Kašparová, Pavlína. Art as a Living 
Theology: Exploring Artists' 
Vocation. Wipf and Stock, 2026. 

• Perry, John, and Joanna Leidenhag. 
Science-Engaged Theology. 
Cambridge University Press, 2023. 

Further explanation will be provided in 
class on Week 4 (28 Sept 2026). 

Zine 20%. Due date: 23 November 2026. Choose the topic of Guest Lecture (1) or 
(2), and create a Zine. Further explanation 
will be provided in class on Week 4 (28 
Sept 2026). 

Final Paper 40%, 4,000-4,500 words. Due 
date: 11 December 2026. 

Choose one of the lecture topics, and write 
a reflection from the lens of a Christian 

https://doi.org/10.1177/00916471261461584
https://www.examiner.org.hk/2026/06/26/magnifica-humanitas-on-education-the-economy-and-labour/features/
https://www.examiner.org.hk/2026/06/26/magnifica-humanitas-on-education-the-economy-and-labour/features/
https://www.examiner.org.hk/2026/06/26/magnifica-humanitas-on-education-the-economy-and-labour/features/


church in Hong Kong. Further explanation 
will be provided in class on Week 11 (23 
Nov 2026). 

A. Academic Honesty and Plagiarism 

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to 
the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and 
regulations. Details may be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/. 

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they 
are aware of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures.  

• For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally 
text-based and submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will 
be issued by the system upon students’ uploading of the soft copy of the 
assignment.  

• Students are fully aware that their work may be investigated by AI content detection 
software to determine originality.  

• Students are fully aware of the AI approach(es) adopted in the course. In the case 
where some AI tools are allowed, students have made proper acknowledgment and 
citations as suggested by the course teacher.   

Assignments without a properly signed declaration will not be graded by teachers.  

Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide. 

The submission of a piece of work, or a part of a piece of work, for more than one purpose 
(e.g. to satisfy the requirements in two different courses) without declaration to this effect 
shall be regarded as having committed undeclared multiple submissions. It is common 
and acceptable to reuse a turn of phrase or a sentence or two from one’s own work; but 
wholesale reuse is problematic. In any case, agreement from the course teacher(s) 
concerned should be obtained prior to the submission of the piece of work. 

B. Use of Artificial Intelligence 

Approach #3: Students are allowed to use AI tools in any learning activities and/or 
assessments as long as they explicitly cite or otherwise acknowledge the use of these 
tools. Details on which AI tools are allowed to use, how these tools ought to be cited or 
otherwise acknowledged should be spelt out clearly in the course outline or learning 
activity/assessment guide.  

Using AI tools in their learning activities and/or assessments without complying with the 
Guidelines and requirements for such use will result in improper or unauthorized use. Such 



an act will constitute a serious violation of academic dishonesty. Please refer to the AI 
Hub@CUHK https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ai-hub/ and CUHK Library website on AI in 
Education https://libguides.lib.cuhk.edu.hk/c.php?g=917899&p=6975970. 

C. Marking Scheme 

A, A- a more comprehensive understanding of relevant idea and knowledge with a clear 
presentation; a clear thesis and a certain extent of originality; dialogue with different 
scholarly works. 

B+, B, B- a good understanding of relevant idea and knowledge with a clear presentation 
and reference to scholarly works; a relatively less-defined and less argued thesis. 

C+, C, C- a relatively weak of understanding of relevant idea and knowledge; weak 
presentation; unclear thesis, and even contradiction; reference is limited. 

D+, D, F showing little understanding of relevant idea and knowledge; no reference to 
scholarly works; weak presentation. 

5. Required and Recommended Readings 

• Bennett, David. A War of Loves: the Unexpected Story of a Gay Activist 
Discovering Jesus. Zondervan.  

• Biggar, Nigel. Colonialism: A Moral Reckoning. William Collins, 2023.  
• Budde, Michael L. and Brimlow, Robert W., eds. The Church as Counterculture. 

State University of New York Press, 2000. 
• Checketts, Levi. “Magnifica Humanitas on Education, the Economy and Labour.” 

Sunday Examiner (26 June 2026). 
https://www.examiner.org.hk/2026/06/26/magnifica-humanitas-on-education-
the-economy-and-labour/features/  

• Chu, Ann Gillian, and Rachel Siow Robertson. “Social Media and Hong Kong 
Christian Communities: Diversity and Equality.” Religions 17, no. 5 (2026): 608. 

• Havea, Jione. “The Politics of Climate Change: a Talanoa from Oceania.” 
International Journal of Public Theology 4 (2010): 345-355. 

• Kašparová, Pavlína. Art as a Living Theology: Exploring Artists' Vocation. Wipf and 
Stock, 2026. 

• Parsons, Talcott. “An Outline of the Social System.” In Classical Sociological 
Theory, edited by C. Calhoun et al., 2nd ed. Blackwell, 1961. (Chapter 33) 

• Perry, John, and Joanna Leidenhag. Science-Engaged Theology. Cambridge 
University Press, 2023. 



• Taylor, Steve. “The Visual Grammar of Online Faith-linked Climate Activism: 
Case Studies of Grassroots “Moana” Theologies in Oceania.” Ecclesial Futures 7, 
no. 2 (August 2026): 60-79. 

• Watanabe, Shoko, Sarah A. Bixler, Carmen Callizo, Jahdiel Perez, Hannah Waite, 
Amy Daughton, and Carissa Sharp. “Fruitful Friction: a Roundtable Discussion 
on Cultural and Psychological Resources for Wellbeing.” Journal of Psychology 
and Theology (2026). 

• Wong, Mark, Ankita Mishra, and Aunam Quyoum. “‘Zine-ing’ Research 
Otherwise: Care, Joy, and Creative Co-Design with Racially Marginalised 
Communities.” Journal of Creative Research Methods 2, no. 1 (2026): 132-165. 

6. Guideline on Sharing Lecture Recordings 

Attention is drawn to the following: 

• The copyright of any lecture recordings shared in the course, whether they are 
produced by teachers, students, or peer note-takers, belongs to the University. 

• Students should not share these recordings with others without obtaining prior 
written consent from the teacher(s). 


