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THEO5234
Chinese Christian Thinkers
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B Christian Voices in Chinese Culture, Scholarship, and Faith

BASIC INFORMATION
Teacher Naomi Elaine Thurston Office phone 3943 1369 naomielainethurston@cuhk.edu.hk
Summer Term 2025-2026 Quota 30 Language of instruction English
Time and Day Term 11 May-27 June 2026 (written assignments may be
Tuesday & Friday 7:00-9:30pm Room TBC submitted in English or Chinese)

SHORT DESCRIPTION
The present course focuses on key figures and ideas in the history of Chinese Christian culture, faith, and theology, with a focus
on the 20t and early 21% centuries, exploring the ideas, literary expressions, and biographies of Chinese Christian thinkers from a

range of theological persuasions, academic disciplines, and walks of life.

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND FORMAT
1. Introduce students to some prominent, as well as lesser known, ideas and expressions in Chinese Christianity
2. Investigate the development of Chinese Christian ideas against the backdrop of historical and cultural settings
3. Discuss the implementation and influence of Chinese Christian motifs and ideas in different societal spheres

REQUIREMENTS:

Students are expected to keep up with weekly readings posted to the course platform before the sessions, participate in class
discussions, and submit written assignments (two reading reflections, one written proposal, and a term paper). Students are also
asked to present the proposal for their term paper toward the end of the summer term.

Class discussions may be held in English or in Mandarin Chinese.

GRADE BREAKDOWN:
(1) two short reading reflections (10% each);
(2) term paper proposal & presentation (30%);
(3) term paper (50%). Please also see the ASSESSMENT SCHEME below.

MAIN TEXTS

o MHiE, 1HEEME, HW: C(EREMEFEA) [2volumes]. & JEE+, 2009.
e Starr, Chloé. Chinese Theology: Text and Context. Yale University Press, 2016.

OTHER
Several readings will be taken from the following journals and books available electronically through the CUHK Library system:

188 VEEEAPELEA] Logos and Pneuma: Chinese Journal of Theology.

Lai, John T. P. Literary Representations of Christianity in Late Qing and Republican China. Brill, 2019.
RUC’s Journal for the Study of Christian Culture "8 \ B K2 FBH AT 72T, F B Hou 2.
Yeo, K. K., editor. The Oxford Handbook of the Bible in China. Oxford University Press, 2021.

COURSE SCHEDULE/SYLLABUS



mailto:naomielainethurston@cuhk.edu.hk
https://repository.lib.cuhk.edu.hk/en/islandora/object/cuhk:2421369
http://jscc.ruc.edu.cn/index.php?s=/Index/index_CHN/cid/335/lang_type/ch.html
http://jscc.ruc.edu.cn/index.php?s=/Index/index_CHN/cid/328/lang_type/ch.html
http://web.a.ebscohost.com/ehost/ebookviewer/ebook/bmxlYmtfXzI3NTY5NzdfX0FO0?sid=d2a88a29-6d7e-491e-8205-58ec2762557c@sdc-v-sessmgr01&vid=0&format=EB&rid=1

THEO 5234 Summer 2026 Naomi Elaine Thurston
2021 Topics Deadlines
X 1k i B X t
1 Course Introduction: A Polyphony of Christian Voices
A P FE B AE B S A 2 L AR AR
5 H12 H 1 Starr, Chinese Theology: Text and Context, “Introduction”
2 B [ME ALK ] ATt 4
B Writing as Means of Evangelism: 22 ¢ (1789-1855) Paper guidelines (1)
515 H 2 John Lai, Fictional Representations of the Bible
3 Jasper, “Seeking Christian Theology in Modern Chinese Fiction”
2 Lai, “Poetic Inspiration: Biblical Imageries in Modern Chinese Poetry” Permitted uses of Al
5H19H 3 Starr, “The Bible in Modern Fiction”
4 Contemporary Literature
B S8524E(1951-2010); JL A (1965-): Fictionalizing Conversion Reading reflection (1)
5 22 H 5.1-2 “Shi Tiesheng and the Nature of the Human”; “Bei Cun’s Baptizing River” (due by end of the week)
5 Contemporary Art
B BT (1956- ): B2k 3 Paper guidelines (2)
5 H 26 H 6 Zhou Xuesong, “Chinese Contemporary Christian Arts and the Bible”
14 B A 1
6 = HEBREE)
B e fEs2(1893-1979) & T 3Nl (1915-2012) Paper topic due
5 H29 H 7 Starr, “Ding Guangxun: Maintaining the Church”
7 TG
B T A1 (1900-1991) & {74745 (1903-1972) + Jia Yuming Discuss paper topic
6 H2H 8 Ying Fuk-tsang, “E A\ S 1R — 1 W1 7 sl sl ) (o A
8 Z BE#L: House Church Christianity
Eih Starr, “Wang Yi and the 95 theses of the Chinese Reformed Church” Reading reflection (2)
6 Hs5H 9 Starr, “Visible and Voluble: Protestant House-Church Writings” (due by end of the week)
9 Fr/NE, R R A T RS
B Theology of the Cross or Theology of the Sickle Proposal guidelines
6 H9H 10 Boer and Chin, “Chinese Christian Communism in the Early 20t Century”
( B B ) i B
10 HIAR S, B s v B S0 Ak
BT 55 )1 (1870-1944) Proposal due
6 H 12 H 11 Starr, “Wu Leichuan, Christianity and Chinese Culture, and the Kingdom of
Heaven”
11 o 5] e £
Bl LR (1888-1979) & H £ $4 (1880-1964) Discuss Proposals
6 H1e H 12 Starr, “Zhao Zichen and a Creative Theology: The Life of Jesus (1935)”
W ZF B
BT Dragon Boat Festival
6 719 H
12 AR 25 S8 AR KB )V 5 o
EH— MR (1954-) & {A] Y 1E (1950-) BEFEf£2 Student Presentations
6 H 23 H 13 Starr, “Yang Huilin: An Academic Search for Meaning”
13 Closing Discussion
BT Make-up Session TBC Final paper due 10 July
6 H26H

REFERENCES



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QgBsrLGdWws
http://mg.nlcpress.com/library/publish/default/BookPicTxtReader.jsp?bookLibID=36&bookID=9147874
https://brill.com/view/book/9789004394483/BP000007.xml?body=pdf-43180
http://img.chinamaxx.net/n/abroad/hwbook/chinamaxx/11002744/f37de41555704cbc87adb81d72a43bf1/53471b544f11018fba219e54d1200825.shtml?tp=jpabroad&fenlei=&pdgURL=book%3A%2F%2Fread.chinamaxx.net%3A8080%2Fss2path%2Fss2path.dll%3Fssid%3D11002744%26a%3D951E594388CD4C0850809666FCFD30A868686767696E6B6B3134303634373437%26bed%3D2021-05-01%26ua%3DECC35B9F4FA50A7E036B13C015F10645c89e3e5ffff24bb2ab9c254b67d15f91%26dun%3DCUHK%26pagenum%3D1%26pagetype%3D6&t=1&username=CUHK
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THEO 5234 Summer 2026 Naomi Elaine Thurston

Mg, (PR B EILI—IMR K EE (1921-1952) )  (Fk: & soR2 0 ik, 2004) .
PR Am:  (EEREGE. PEIEEBAEEA AR EEE) (R AR, 2005) .
ZooatEdn.  (PEARC—TRPEZEE LR (B ZEMERE, 2007) .

V. On and by Chinese Christian Thinkers
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ASSESSMENT SCHEME
1. Two reflections ca. 2 pages each 20% of final grade
2. Presentation 1-2-page proposal handout 30% of final grade
3. Final Paper 4,000 English words/6,400 7PN 50% of final grade
100%

1. Reading Reflections (10% each)

i. Write two informal reflections on selected texts from the course reading assignments
ii. Submit these to me on the relevant due date (see course plan for deadlines)
iii. Share your reading reflections in the class discussion

2. Presentation (30%) Prepare a short presentation on the topic of your final paper. Please supply a
handout with your central argument (thesis), subsidiary points of questions, and working bibliography.

Presentation Outline:

Aim of the research or central research question
Statement of interest in the topic

Rough outline/sketch (sub headings)

List of initial sources (works cited, bibliography in progress)
Expected difficulties and how you might resolve these

gn > 80D =

3. Term project and final paper

a. For your term project, write on one of the Christian thinkers covered in the course, or a
Chinese Christian writer/theologian you are already somewhat familiar with. Please follow
the schedule for submitting assignments (paper topic, proposal, presentation, term paper —
please see course schedule above and note additional/amended guidelines given in the course).

b. Your paper should be prepared and written as an academic research paper, in academic register
consistently following one academic citation style such as Chicago, MLA, or APA. Check online
resources such as: https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/book/ed17/frontmatter/toc.html.

c. Consult relevant primary and secondary sources and cite accurately and appropriately,
conscientiously.

d. You may want to consider using a program such as Grammarly (https://www.grammarly.com/)
or other language correction programs. For submissions in Chinese, follow Chinese academic
style guides.

4. PR

A Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.

A- Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.

B Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some learning
outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on others, resulting in overall
substantial performance.

C Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a few weaknesses.

D Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes

F Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet specified

assessment requirements.
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GRADING RUBRIC FOR FINAL PAPER

Naomi Elaine Thurston

clear thesis,
arguable, well-

and arguable
statement of

somewhat clear
and arguable.

CATEGORY Excellent Good Fair Inadequate
Introduction/ *exceptional *proficient *basic *weak or no
Thesis introduction that | introduction that | introduction that | introduction of

sparks interest is interesting and | states topic but topic.
and states topic. states topic. lacks interest. **paper’s
** exceptionally **thesis is clear **thesis is purpose is

unclear/thesis is
weak or missing.

Thesis/Analysis

critical, relevant
and consistent
connections

connections
made between
evidence and

connections
made between
evidence and

developed, position.
statement.
Quality of *paper is *information *information *information has
Information/ exceptionally well | relates to the relates to the little or nothing
Evidence researched and main topic. main topic, few to do with the
appropriately **paper is well- details and/or thesis.
detailed; researched in examples. **information
historical detail and from a | ** limited variety | has weak or no
accuracy variety of of sources. connection to the
**information sources. thesis.
clearly relates to
the thesis.
Support of *exceptionally *consistent *some *limited or no

connections
made between
evidence and

summary of topic
with concluding
ideas that impact
reader.
**introduces no
new information.

of topic with clear
concluding ideas.
**introduces no
new information.

of topic with
some final
concluding ideas.
**introduces no
new information.

between thesis thesis. thesis.
evidence and **good analysis. **some analysis. | **lack of analysis.
thesis.
**rigorous
analysis.
Conclusion *excellent *good summary *basic summary *lack of summary

of topic.

Organization/
Development of
Thesis

*exceptionally
clear, logical,
mature, and
thorough
development of
thesis, excellent
transitions
between/within
paragraphs.

*clear and logical
order that
supports thesis
with good
transitions
between and
within
paragraphs.

*somewhat clear
and logical
development
with basic
transitions
between and
within
paragraphs.

*lacks
development of
ideas with weak
or no transitions
between and
within
paragraphs.

Citation/
Bibliography

Format

*conforms to
academic rules
for formatting
and citation of
sources are
perfect.

*conforms to
academic rules
for formatting
and citation of
sources with
minor exceptions.

*frequent errors
in academic
format.

*lack of academic
format/numerous
errors.
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GENERAL GRADING PoLicy

The grading follows the general grading policy of the CUHK outlined below (in short form):

Grade A / Excellent:

Outstanding performance on ALL learning outcomes.

Demonstrates the ability to synthesize and apply the principles or skills learned in the
course in a manner that would surpass the normal expectations at this level and typical
of standards that may be common at higher levels of study.

Grade A- / Very Good: Generally outstanding performance on all or almost all learning outcomes.

Grade B/ Good:

Grade C/ Fair:

Grade D / Pass:

Grade F / Failure:

SUBMITTING YOUR WORK

Demonstrates the ability to synthesize and apply the principles or skills learned in the
course in a manner that would fully fulfill the normal expectations at this level and
occasionally reaches standards that may be common at higher levels of study.
Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some
learning outcomes which compensates for slightly less satisfactory performance on
others, resulting in overall substantial performance.

Demonstrates the ability to apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a
comprehensive manner that would sufficiently fulfill the normal expectations at this
level.

Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes.

Demonstrates the ability to partially apply the principles or skills learned in the course in
a manner that would meet the basic requirement at this level.

Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes.

Addresses the task inadequately by meeting the basic requirement at this level only in
some areas while responding minimally with possibly tangential content in others.
Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet
specified assessment requirements.

Fails to address the task and likely does not understand what the task requires. In other
words, the work completely misses the point.

1. Upload your assignment to BLACKBOARD or email it to the instructor. Only Word-format is accepted. PDF
is regarded as non-submission. Clearly indicate your name, the date, and the course name and number on
your submission. The paper must also contain a title, introduction & conclusion, and bibliography.

2. At the same time also upload a soft copy of the completed assignment to the plagiarism detection engine
VeriGuide, at the URL: https://veriguide2.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/cuhk/

3. The system will issue a receipt that also contains a declaration of honesty, which is the same as that in

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p10.htm. The declaration should be uploaded in PDF
to BLACKBOARD or emailed to the instructor.

4. Please check the university’s academic honesty guide: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/.

UsE ofF Al TooLs

The use of Al is permitted *only with explicit acknowledgement.*
Confer: https://www.ags.cuhk.edu.hk/documents/A-guide-for-students use-of-Al-tools.pdf
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