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Course Description:

This course is designed to introduce theology students to academic writing and research
conventions, especially those relating to analytical and argumentative writing. Specific
attention will be given to the use of scholarly sources, critical thinking, and writing (in
theology, history, the study of religion), writing Faculty Student Seminar research papers,
and general research ethics. Some writing exercises will be done in class, and a writing
sample will be collected at the end of the first lesson. Please bring your laptop to class.
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Style Guide and Handbook

& The Chicago Manual of Style. 17th ed. Chicago:

The . . .
Wiicacs University of Chicago Press, 2017.
Manual

VI Fowler, H. Ramsey, Jane E. Aaron, and Michael Greer. < J
The Little, Brown Handbook [LBH]. 14" ed. New York: ;RTWT'“*A-%K
Pearson, 2019. 2>

' Syllabus conception by Simon Shui-Man Kwan; modified by Leo Kwan-Hung Li; rev. Naomi Thurston;
translations by Wang Zhixi.
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Learning Outcomes Intended

Students will understand the features of “academic writing style.”

Students will learn about the structure of academic papers.

Students will learn how to develop a good research topic, as well as a working title.
Students will learn how to develop a concise thesis statement and methodology
statement.

Students will understand what a literature review is and what purposes it serves in
relation to one’s research project. They will also learn the skills involved in
structuring a literature review.

Students will learn how to construct deductive and inductive arguments (see LBH,
9.3 “Reasoning”).

Students will learn how to write a concise and functional abstract.

Students will understand how to use relevant library resources. They will also learn
to critically assess the academic credibility of digital resources.

Students will learn how to use Chicago-style citation.

Students will recognize what plagiarism is and how to avoid it.

Students will produce an FSS research paper

- (term paper/Assignment 4).

Students will understand how to critically respond to an FSS paper.
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Brown, Scott G. A Guide to Writing Academic Essays in Religious Studies. London:
Bloomsbury Academic, 2012.

Henderson, Eric. The Active Reader: Strategies for Academic Reading and Writing. 2nd
ed. Don Mills, Ont.: OUP Canada, 2011.

Mewburn, Inger, Katherine Firth, and Shaun Lehmann. How to Fix Your Academic
Writing Trouble: A Practical Guide. London: Open University Press, 2018.
[Available online]

Ridley, Diana. The Literature Review: A Step-by-Step Guide for Students. 2nd ed.
London: Sage, 2012. (ig&: (— S HEHCCREIET) - RAliFeE - GALiKm
EAEHSEEFE - 2011 <)

Vyhmeister, Nancy Jean, and Terry Dwain Robertson. Your Guide to Writing Quality
Research Papers: For Students of Religion and Theology. 3rd ed. Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Zondervan, 2014. (QR) [Available online.] (F12%: ({BERIITZEH 5—7
Eam S Ffam) - FEEEE - &b KR 2011 )

Yaghjian, Lucretia B. Writing Theology Well: A Rhetoric for Theological and Biblical
Writers. New York: Continuum, 2006.

Online 4 E&F :

“Chicago-Style Citation Quick Guide.” Chicago Manual of Style Online. Accessed 1
August 2023.

Halpern, Faye, et al. A Guide to Writing in Religious Studies. Accessed 18 August 2023.

Library and academic writing resources from CUHK (https://www.ilc.cuhk.edu.hk/)

Purdue Online Writing Lab. Purdue University. Accessed 1 August 2023.

“Using Information Responsibly for Your Assignments: Useful Resources.” The Chinese
University of Hong Kong Library. Accessed 1 August 2023.
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https://libguides.lib.cuhk.edu.hk/usinginfo/useful_resources

Assessment Breakdown:

* Assignment 1
* Assignment 2
* Assignment 3

10%: Academic Article Summary (related to your FSS paper topic)

10%: Summary of a non-academic text (literary, devotional, etc.)

30%: Paper Proposal (Vyhmeister, Quality Research Papers, 122-123)

* Assignment 4) 40%: FSS Final Research Paper (with a clear argument, a discernable
methodology, adequately researched and structured, bibliography/Chicago style)

* Participation 10%: Attendance; discussion participation (demo & workshop sessions)
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The FSS final paper cannot be accepted past the due date — 13 Dec 2023 - without
special application to the DSCCC office. Detailed instructions on each assignment will
be posted to Blackboard. Thank you so much for your understanding.
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

* Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic
work, and to the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of
such policy and regulations. http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/.

* With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that
they are aware of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. In the case
of group projects, all students of the same group should be asked to sign the
declaration, each of whom is responsible should there be any plagiarized contents
in the group project, irrespective of whether he/she has signed the declaration and
whether he/she has contributed directly or indirectly to the plagiarized contents.

* Assignments without the properly signed declaration will not be graded by

teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via

VeriGuide. Click here for a brief introduction to VeriGuide.
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+ The FFS Final Research Paper may be submitted in English or Chinese.
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Grading Rubric for Final Paper

Category

Excellent

Good

Fair

Inadequate

Introduction/
Thesis

*exceptional
introduction that sparks
interest and states topic.

** exceptionally clear
thesis, arguable, well-
developed, statement.

*proficient
introduction that is
interesting and
states topic.

**thesis is
clear and arguable
statement of

*basic
introduction that
states topic but
lacks interest.

**thesis is
somewhat clear and
arguable.

*weak or no
introduction of topic.

**paper’s
purpose is
unclear/thesis is weak
or missing.

of topic with concluding
ideas that impact reader.

**introduces no new
information.

summary of topic

with clear

concluding ideas.
**introduces

no new information.

summary of topic
with some final
concluding ideas.
**introduces
no new information.

position.
Quality of *paper is *information *information *information
; exceptionally well relates to the main relates to the main has little or nothin
Information/ P Y g
Evidence researched and topic. topic, few details to do with the thesis.
appropriately detailed; **paper is and/or examples. **information
historical accuracy well-researched in ** |limited has weak or no
**information clearly | detail and from a variety of sources. connection to the
relates to the thesis. variety of sources. thesis.
Support of *exceptionally *consistent *some *|limited or no
: critical, relevant and connections made connections made connections made
Thesis/
Analvsis consistent connections between evidence between evidence between evidence
y between evidence and and thesis and thesis. and thesis.
thesis. **good **some **lack of
**rigorous analysis. analysis. analysis. analysis.
9 Yy y y y
Conclusion *excellent summary *good *basic *lack of

summary of topic.

Organization/
Development

*exceptionally clear,
logical, mature, and
thorough development of

*clear and
logical order that
supports thesis with

*somewhat
clear and logical
development with

*lacks
development of ideas
with weak or no

with minor
exceptions.

of Thesis _ ., iy . i o
thesis, excellent transitions | good transitions basic transitions transitions between
between/within paragraphs. | between and within | between and within | and within
paragraphs. paragraphs. paragraphs.
Citation/ *conforms to *conforms to *frequent *lack of
Bibliography academic rules for academic rules for errors in academic academic
formatting and citation of formatting and format. format/numerous
Format sources are perfect. citation of sources errors.




General Grading Policy (CUHK)
Grade A / Excellent: Outstanding performance on ALL learning outcomes.

Demonstrates the ability to synthesize and apply the principles or skills learned
in the course in a manner that would surpass the normal expectations at this
level and typical of standards that may be common at higher levels of study.

Grade A- / Very Good: Generally outstanding performance on all or almost all
learning outcomes.

Demonstrates the ability to synthesize and apply the principles or skills learned
in the course in a manner that would fully fulfill the normal expectations at this
level and occasionally reaches standards that may be common at higher levels
of study.

Grade B / Good: Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high
performance on some learning outcomes which compensates for slightly less
satisfactory performance on others, resulting in overall substantial performance.

Demonstrates the ability to apply the principles or skills learned in the course in
a comprehensive manner that would sufficiently fulfill the normal expectations at
this level.

Grade C/ Fair: Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes.
Demonstrates the ability to partially apply the principles or skills learned in the
course in a manner that would meet the basic requirement at this level.

Grade D / Pass: Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning
outcomes.

Addresses the task inadequately by meeting the basic requirement at this level
only in some areas while responding minimally with possibly tangential content
in others.

Grade F / Failure: Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning
outcomes, OR failure to meet specified assessment requirements.

Fails to address the task and likely does not understand what the task requires.
In other words, the work completely misses the point.




