THEQ2235 Systematic Theology I Z#if5: (—) 2022-2023 First Term
for BA (all programs) and BD (yr. 1-2) students
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Francis Ching-Wah Yip &
Email: francisyip@cuhk.edu.hk Office: YCT LG1 (by appointment)

This course aims at preparing students for the study of systematic theology, which is
understood as the constructive articulation of the meaning, coherence, and
implications of Christian beliefs. It offers a brief overview of the history of Christian
theology, explores the nature and functions of revelation, Bible, tradition, experience,
reason, and culture, and introduces the significance of theological language and
theological method. (This course does not deal directly with Christian doctrines,
which will be discussed in Systematic Theology II. To have a good foundation in
systematic theology, students are advised to take both courses.)

After completing this course, the student is expected (a) to have a basic understanding
of the history of Christian theology; (b) to understand the nature and roles of various
factors that influences the formation of theology (especially the Bible, but also
tradition, culture, theological language, etc.); (c) to have elementary knowledge of
exemplary theological systems and methods; (d) to develop a basic competence in
appreciating theological texts.

Assessment (details to be announced)

1. Class Participation 10 %
2. Term Paper Proposal 20 % Due: Oct 31
3. Online Quiz 30 % Due: Nov 21
4. Term Paper 40 % Due: Dec 12
Class Schedule
Wk  |Date Topic
1. Sep |7 Introduction to Systematic Theology (1)
2. 14 Introduction to Systematic Theology (2)
3. 21 Emergence of Christian Theology in the Patristic Era
4. 28 Medieval and Reformation Theology
5. Oct |5 Theology in Modernity

12 Theological Language
6. 19 Holy Scripture (1)
7. 26 Holy Scripture (2)




3. Nov |2 Tradition

9. 9 Experience and Reason

10. 16 Culture and Society

11. 23 Theological Systems and Methods (1)
12. 30 Theological Systems and Methods (2)
Assigned Readings

(readings marked with the symbol # are optional)

Introduction to Systematic Theology

Collin Gunton, “Historical and Systematic Theology” in Cambridge Companion to
Christian Doctrine, ed. Collin Gunton, chapter 1 = fR1H | (BIEREEHBERT
iy > AR (B KE 0 2006) ° H—E o

Howard W. Stone and James O. Duke, How to Think Theologically, 3rd ed
(Minneapolis: Fortress, 2013), chapters 1, 3 or ZEH:4E - Hd ~ BT - ol 0 G
B RE) o BUKEE (B FEMRREE > 2007) 0 B =E e

John Macquarrie, Principles of Christian Theology, rev. ed. (London: SCM, 1977),
chapter 1 = %A | (EEZRZEE) - MDLERE (B | BEEABEZCULT
JLfT > 1998) > H—F o

WEL > GEEAEOTTEMENZITER —E G 208 - & Giritadhy
ML) o (B - FREEEE ¥R > UUECHE] (Bl L AEERE
2002) > B o

George Stroup, “Revelation,” in Christian Theology: An Introduction to Its Traditions and
Tasks, chapter 4. #

FRIESK - CREMZBHFERIED) » 8 CREMHZIU4E | 1963-2003) » TLRESR

(B BEPSORPRERHEA > 2003) © 79-83° #

Emergence of Christian Theology in the Patristic Era
Frances Young, The Making of the Creeds (London: SCM, 1991), 1-15.
SEE . CEAREEYY | BEE S REGIE Em B R iR R ) (B L REg
AL 0 2014) 0 125-168 ©
Alister E. McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction, 5th. ed. (Malden, MA: Wiley-
Blackwell, 2011), chapter 1. [B{Za%EH A E—FER | (AEZWETF
i) - BIRIR - EimdiaeE (G0 &2E ° 1998) ° ]

Medieval and Reformation Theology
Margaret R. Miles, The Word Made Flesh: A History of Christian Thought (Malden, MA:
Blackwell, 2005), 115-123, 140-146, 159-174, 205-210, 240-282 = ¥EFEELF - HR
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W CEAS | EVEEUEAER) o A5 ~ G (Jbnt @ HhodRaE 0 2012) o
146-156, 179-186, 203-222, 261-268, 307-369 °

McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction, 5th ed., chapters 2-3. [E(ZZE1E !
CGREE B2 <)

B L CHEETH PO E G HER) (B BUE 0 2011) |, 168-197 © #

Theology in Modernity

James C. Livingston, Modern Christian Thought, vol. 1: The Enlightenment and the

Nineteenth Century, 2nd. ed. (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1997), 1-13.
(A2 E VI i —— At - BB U  EREEEBRIE

MM A EH®R) o Wit (ETERE (BER @ PR > 1992) ]

Plantinga et al., An Introduction to Christian Theology, 27-45.

Plantinga et al., An Introduction to Christian Theology, 507-574. #

Langdon Gilkey, “The Present Situation within Which Theology is Done,” in Exploring
Christian Theology, ed. Ronnie Littlejohn (Lanham, MD: University Press of
America, 1985), 8-25. #

Theological Language
John Macquarrie, God-Talk: An Examination of the Language and Logic of Theology

(London: SCM, 1967), chapters 6 and 10. = V& - 2528 @ (Bgm Lo : HHE200EE
R 55) o 2 i wERRE > eI (AR PUITAR » 1997) 0 28
NS TEe#

Paul Tillich, Dynamics of Faith (New York: Harper, 1957), 41-54. (A]&3%EHiE—
HAzse - (EMIEETD) - BEEEE (BF @ R 2bi e > 1964) ° =
o]

The Practice of Theology: A Reader, ed. Colin E. Gunton, Stephen R. Holmes and
Murray A. Rae (London: SCM, 2001), 231-233 [Pseudo-Dionysius], 287-291
[introduction to the nature of religious language], 292-294 [Thomas Aquinas], 300-
302 [Friedrich Schleiermacher], 309-311 [George Lindbeck].

Dan R. Stiver, The Philosophy of Religious Language: Sign, Symbol, and Story
(Cambridge, MA: Blackwell, 1996), 14-29, 47-72. #

Scripture (1)

Craig D. Allert, A High View of Scripture?: The Authority of the Bible and the Formation of
the New Testament Canon (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Academic, 2007), chapter 3 &
postscript = Fil&hkr | CELERNRERFHETRN ?) » BRlEE (B HRX
T 2015) CR=E R

Lee Martin McDonald, The Biblical Canon: Its Origin, Transmission, and Authority
(Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2007), 3-19, 186-189, 223, 320-322, 422-429.

SREEE o CIEAREERE) © 16-69 o

James Barr, The Bible in the Modern World (London: SCM, 1990), 13-34, 112-132.
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Readings in Christian Theology, ed. Peter C. Hodgson and Robert H. King
(Philadelphia: Fortress, 1985), 31-37 [Origen, Calvin], 41-59 [Charles Hodge, Karl
Rahner, David Kelsey].

Robert Morgan, “The Bible and Christian theology,” in The Cambridge Companion to
Biblical Interpretation, ed. John Barton (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1998), 114-128.

Rudolf Bultmann, “New Testament and Theology,” in Readings in Christian Theology,
ed. Millard J. Erickson (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1973), 1:81-103. = {2 @ it
R BLREE) o HoRE) - WRES - (R AR C MREEE) - "WiERE (B
W . MEAT 0 1982) 0 93-124 ©

Plantinga et al., An Introduction to Christian Theology, 49-76. #

Tradition

The Bible: Its Authority and Interpretation in the Ecumenical Movement, ed. Ellen
Flesseman-van Leer, Faith and Order Paper, 99 (Geneva: World Council of
Churches, 1980), 13-29.

The Practice of Theology: A Reader, 55-82 [introduction, Irenaeus, Basil of Caesarea,
Vincent of Lérins, Prosper of Aquitaine, plus Reformed, Anglican, and Eastern
Orthodox positions].

James F. White, Introduction to Christian Worship, 3rd ed. (Nashville, TN: Abingdon,
2000), 47-80, 111-129 = AT - 8F © (EEBEEFAER) B0 (B AF
HOCEL > 2011) 0 33-68,99-120 ©

Gareth Jones, Christian Theology: A Brief Introduction, 58-86.

PIET | (RBERGRFENERE) - WEkRk G AEESE 0 2003) © #

Experience and Reason
The Practice of Theology: A Reader, 190-199 [Augustine, John of the Cross, Jonathan
Edwards], 203-206 [Rudolf Otto], 259-269 [Irenaeus, Thomas Aquinas, Calvin].

Culture and Society

Gareth Jones, Christian Theology: A Brief Introduction, 87-102.

s o ROEBURGE) - ®ADGE - RN © (EREMEEA) (Bl ERE
2 2009) - 231-242 °

RIED L HBHB2ERENTE) o (FPRFHEITFEBIT) 25 (1998): 103-129.

oeiE © < DREME) 8% o CGEE : BEEMHE2T]) 2 (1995): 152-168
http://repository.lib.cuhk.edu.hk/en/item/cuhk-475788

Archie Chi-Chung Lee, “Contextual Theology in East Asia,” in David F. Ford,
“Introduction to Modern Christian Theology,” in The Modern Theologians, 5th ed.,
ed. David F. Ford with Rachel Muers (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2005), 518-534. #

RIREE . (RZELIRR) - BinzsE (G A6 1989) < #
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Theological Systems and Methods

Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics, trans. G. W. Bromiley, vol. 1, part 1, 2nd. ed.
(Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1975), 3-24.

Paul Tillich, Systematic Theology (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1951-63), 1:3-
8,34-68. [HRFREERI2: HAZoL @ (RGMERTIIRBANE) - soilhs - & (S
{PIR=E) > 158-19 © )

“Theological Systems in Comparison” (handout 1 compiled by Francis Yip) #

Gordon D. Kaufman, “Theology: Critical, Constructive, and Contextualized,” in God,
Mystery, and Diversity: Christian Theology in a Pluralistic World (Minneapolis:
Fortress, 1996), chapter 2.

Leonardo Boff and Clodovis Boff, Introducing Liberation Theology, trans. Paul Burns
(Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1987), chapter 3.

Wi - Tanim e s ERRER AR ) o Y (et R mE) o EEE

(B | FBEOCES > 2008) » 29-53

Recommended Readings

LR ~ BAERNEAR @ (EREMEEA) (BT o & EEE » 2009

PREGE ¢ CRRERVEEA: [ 73R ~ fiER o~ AGm) o B8 L EESE 0 2014 ©

Pifefism © (PhETTIRR) ° &/l 1 KIE > 2013

HEHE - AL - (RIYE @ EPUnifEAERER) o B | AEHCCE > 2014 ©

BER . EEZER) - B AEZWEHARGE - 1955 - 2FRP0R (BEEREX
8 > B MEWthim (et P50 2004) > 37-177 °

BRADE © CHpERBLIER T 15 15 58) o B/ 1 HIE > 2019 ©

Ford, David. Theology: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999.
(The Chinese translation is not recommended.)

Kim, Sebastian C. H. Christian Theology in Asia. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2008. (Please read especially the chapters written by David M. Thompson,
Choong Chee Pang, and Archie C. C. Lee.)

Kiing, Hans. Great Christian Thinkers. New York: Continuum, 1994. = &7 - B : (3%
BEHOREER) - OHRGE - B - B | EEAEBCUENTIERT > 2014 ©

Solle, Dorothee. Thinking About God: An Introduction to Theology. London: SCM, 1990.
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e-Learning

Course announcements (including changes in class schedule), lecture notes, and
other course materials will be posted on Blackboard
(https://blackboard.cuhk.edu.hk/)

All assignments should be submitted electronically to Blackboard. Do NOT submit
any assignment through email, WhatsApp, or in hardcopy.

Students are encouraged to make use of the Discussion Board in Blackboard to
communicate with fellow students, to discuss issues related to the course, and to
give feedback.

Academic Honesty

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic
work, and to the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of
such policy and regulations. Details may be found at
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty;.

The term paper should be submitted both to Blackboard and to VeriGuide
(https://express.veriguide.org/cuhk/login). The term paper proposal should be
submitted only to Blackboard, not to VeriGuide.

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration
that they are aware of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. The
declaration, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon students'
uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the properly
signed declaration will not be graded by teachers.

Please upload a (scanned or photographed) copy of the signed declaration to
Blackboard. Do NOT send it through email or any other means.

In view of the pandemic, students are asked to strictly observe the University’s
guidelines on COVID-19 prevention measures when attending classes.
Announcements from the University can be found at

https://againstcovid19.cuhk.edu.hk/students/.
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