THEQ2235 Systematic Theology I Z&51HER (—) 2018-2019 First Term

Teacher: Francis Ching-Wah Yip BEZE#HE
Email: francisyip@cuhk.edu.hk; Office: KKL 229 (by appointment)
Teaching Assistant: LEUNG Kam Hung 22578

Email: leung2203@gmail.com

This course aims at preparing students for the study of systematic theology, which is understood
as the constructive articulation of the meaning, coherence, and implications of Christian beliefs.
It offers a brief overview of the history of Christian theology, explores the nature and functions
of revelation, Bible, tradition, experience, reason, and culture, and introduces the significance of
theological language and theological method.

After completing this course, the student is expected (a) to have a basic understanding of the
history of Christian theology; (b) to understand the nature and roles of various factors that
influences the formation of theology (especially the Bible, but also tradition, culture, theological
language, etc.); (c) to have elementary knowledge of exemplary theological systems and
methods; (d) to develop a basic competence in appreciating theological texts.

Assessment  (details to be announced)

1.  Class Participation 10 %
2. Term Paper Proposal 20 % Due: Nov 10
3. Term Paper 40 % Due: Dec 15
4. Online Quiz 30 % Due: Dec 22
Class Schedule
Wk Date Topic
1. Sep | 4 What Is Systematic Theology?
2. 11 Emergence of Christian Theology in the Patristic Era
3. 18 Medieval and Reformation Theology
25 Public Holiday. No Class.
4. Oct |2 Theology in Modernity
5. 9 Theological Language
6. 16 Scripture (1)
7. 23 Scripture (2)
8. 30 Tradition
0. Nov | 6 Experience and Reason
10. 13 Culture and Saociety
20 * No Class *




11. 27 Theological Systems and Methods (1)

12. Dec | 4 Theological Systems and Methods (2) Make-up class

Assigned Readings
(readings marked with the symbol # are optional)

What Is Systematic Theology?
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Emergence of Christian Theology in the Patristic Era
Frances Young, The Making of the Creeds (London: SCM, 1991), 1-15.
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Alister E. McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction, 5th. ed. (Malden, MA: Wiley-
Blackwell, 2011), chapters 1. [ (& EHE Ay FeFE—FEWE © (AEEWMET
i) - BIEM - EiwtgasE (540 K& > 1998) - )

Medieval and Reformation Theology

Margaret R. Miles, The Word Made Flesh: A History of Christian Thought (Malden, MA:

Blackwell, 2005), 115-123, 140-146, 159-174, 205-210, 240-282 = FEF&EERS - R -
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McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction, 5th ed., chapter 2-3. [ 2 E(E @ (FE
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Theology in Modernity

James C. Livingston, Modern Christian Thought, vol. 1: The Enlightenment and the
Nineteenth Century, 2nd. ed. (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1997), 1-13. [ A&
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Plantinga et al., An Introduction to Christian Theology, 27-45.

Plantinga et al., An Introduction to Christian Theology, 507-574. #

Langdon Gilkey, “The Present Situation within Which Theology is Done,” in Exploring
Christian Theology, ed. Ronnie Littlejohn (Lanham, MD: University Press of America,
1985), 8-25. #
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Theological Language

John Macquarrie, God-Talk: An Examination of the Language and Logic of Theology
(London: SCM, 1967), chapters 6 and 10. = &g « 228581 @ (3KEm 077 tHERVRES
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Paul Tillich, Dynamics of Faith (New York: Harper, 1957), 41-54. [ o[ E s —HH1T
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The Practice of Theology: A Reader, ed. Colin E. Gunton, Stephen R. Holmes and Murray A.
Rae (London: SCM, 2001), 231-233 [Pseudo-Dionysius], 287-291 [introduction to the
nature of religious language], 292-294 [Thomas Aquinas], 300-302 [Friedrich
Schleiermacher], 309-311 [George Lindbeck].

Dan R. Stiver, The Philosophy of Religious Language: Sign, Symbol, and Story (Cambridge,
MA: Blackwell, 1996), 14-29, 47-72. #

Scripture (1)

George Stroup, “Revelation,” in Christian Theology: An Introduction to Its Traditions and
Tasks, chapter 4.

Lee Martin McDonald, The Biblical Canon: Its Origin, Transmission, and Authority (Peabody,
Mass.: Hendrickson, 2007), 3—19, 186-189, 223, 320-322, 422-429.
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James Barr, The Bible in the Modern World (London: SCM, 1990), 13-34, 112-132.

Plantinga et al., An Introduction to Christian Theology, 49-76. #

Scripture (2
Readings in Christian Theology, ed. Peter C. Hodgson and Robert H. King (Philadelphia:
Fortress, 1985), 31-37 [Origen, Calvin], 41-59 [Charles Hodge, Karl Rahner, David
Kelsey].
Rudolf Bultmann, “New Testament and Theology,” in Readings in Christian Theology, ed.
Millard J. Erickson (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1973), 1:81-103. = 7pi5%E @ T #H&yEiuf
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Tradition

The Bible: Its Authority and Interpretation in the Ecumenical Movement, ed. Ellen Flesseman-
van Leer, Faith and Order Paper, 99 (Geneva: World Council of Churches, 1980), 13-29.

The Practice of Theology: A Reader, 55-82 [introduction, Irenaeus, Basil of Caesarea, Vincent
of Lérins, Prosper of Aquitaine, plus Reformed, Anglican, and Eastern Orthodox positions].

James F. White, Introduction to Christian Worship, 3rd ed. (Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2000),
47-80, 111-129 = MMl - 8257 © (EVEBEGEFEER) - SRAN (B @ AVEE0Es
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Gareth Jones, Christian Theology: A Brief Introduction, 58-86.
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Experience and Reason

The Practice of Theology: A Reader, 190-199 [Augustine, John of the Cross, Jonathan
Edwards], 203-206 [Rudolf Otto], 259-269 [Irenacus, Thomas Aquinas, Calvin].

Culture and Society
Gareth Jones, Christian Theology: A Brief Introduction, 87-102.
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Archie Chi-Chung Lee, “Contextual Theology in East Asia,” in David F. Ford, “Introduction
to Modern Christian Theology,” in The Modern Theologians, 5th ed., ed. David F. Ford
with Rachel Muers (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2005), 518-534. #
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Theological Systems and Methods (1)

Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics, trans. G. W. Bromiley, vol. 1, part 1, 2nd. ed. (Edinburgh:
T&T Clark, 1975), 3-24.

Paul Tillich, Systematic Theology (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1951-63), 1:3-8, 34-
68. [ Hfrrhane M1 ¢ " R HERNT T ABIGERE | SRR > (B
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“Theological Systems in Comparison” (handout 1 compiled by Francis Yip) #

Theological Systems and Methods (2)
Gordon D. Kaufman, “Theology: Critical, Constructive, and Contextualized,” in God,
Moystery, and Diversity: Christian Theology in a Pluralistic World (Minneapolis: Fortress,
1996), chapter 2.

Leonardo Boff and Clodovis Boff, Introducing Liberation Theology, trans. Paul Burns
(Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1987), chapter 3.
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Recommended Readings
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Ford, David. Theology: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999. (The
Chinese translation is not recommended.)

Kim, Sebastian C. H. Christian Theology in Asia. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008.
(Please read especially the chapters written by David M. Thompson, Choong Chee Pang, and
Archie C. C. Lee.)

Kiing, Hans. Great Christian Thinkers. New York: Continuum, 1994. = JEHT « &£ (FE
REREZR) - BHERE - B0 - & EEAEZBCULFERT » 2014 -
Solle, Dorothee. Thinking About God: An Introduction to Theology. London: SCM, 1990.

Optional Tutorial

While there is no required tutorial session, optional tutorials would be offered for discussion of
readings. We plan to offer four to five sessions. Details will be announced later.
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e-Learning Platform

Besides lectures in class, the course also uses a web-based learning platform called
Blackboard (https://blackboard.cuhk.edu.hk/) for teaching.

Course announcements (including changes in class schedule) will be posted on
Blackboard.

All assignments should be submitted electronically. (Do not submit any assignment
through email or in hardcopy.)

Students are encouraged to make use of the Discussion Board in Blackboard to

communicate with fellow students, to discuss issues related to the course, and to give
feedback.

Academic Honesty

Students should pay serious attention to the policy and regulations of the University on
honesty in academic work, and to the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to
breaches of such policy and regulations. For details, please refer to
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty.

Besides submitting the assignments to Blackboard, students should at the same time
submit them to VeriGuide (https://academic.veriguide.org/academic/
login_CUHK.jspx) for plagiarism checking. VeriGuide will issue a statement (in the form
of a receipt), on which the student declares that they are aware of the policies, regulations,
guidelines, and procedures on academic honesty.

Please upload a scanned copy of the signed receipt to Blackboard. (DO NOT send it
through email.) In case this cannot be done, please mail/deliver the signed receipt to the
teacher’s office (Address: Department of Cultural and Religious Studies, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong) or put it in his mailbox on the 3rd floor of K.K. Leung
Building. An assignment without the signed receipt would not be graded.
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