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1. Course Overview:

This course aims at preparing students with the foundation and necessary
backgrounds to further investigation of Pauline letters. It is not the purpose and
possible neither of this course to provide detail exegesis nor interpretation on the
whole Pauline corpus. Instead, this course will help students to build up a critical
perspective or framework, knowledge including contexts and theological thoughts,
and method, through socio-rhetorical interpretation, in analyzing Pauline letters. This
course will mainly use Letter to Romans, Philippians and Philemon as the main
illustrative texts.

Important Note to Students: The course material, PPT and readings, are mainly in
English and be delivered in Cantonese during lecture. Chinese translation of PPT will
be provided on some key ideas from time to time.

2. Learning outcome:
After the course, students are expected to be equipped with:
Knowledge:
2.1 have the overview on the interpretation history of Pauline letters and their
emphasis, development and trend.
2.2 have an overview on the key concepts and theological motifs of Pauline
letters.
Interpretation skills:
2.3 be equipped with the necessary interpretation skills, based on the socio-

rhetorical interpretation, to develop their own interpretation on Pauline letters
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3. List of Topics:

Topic

Content

Problem in interpreting Pauline

Letters

Learning the complication of interpreting
Paul from historical and theological

perspectives.

Basic concepts in interpreting
Pauline Letters

Introducing various basic concepts in
interpreting Paul including who Paul was, the
context of Paul and the language Paul used,
etc.

Interpretation History of Pauline
Letters

Learning the development and differences in
concerns and assumptions of various main
stream interpretations beginning from the

reformation.

Pauline Theological motifs

Learning the key theological motifs scholars
generated from the undisputed Pauline
letters.

Socio-rhetorical interpretation (SI)

Learning the methodology of Sl and how it
could help us to bring the economic “texture”
into biblical exegesis.

Detail analysis of selected
passages from Romans, Philemon

and Philippians

Selected passages will be analyzed using the
method and concepts introduced in the

course

4. Assessment scheme:

Assessment(% Share):

Main Criteria:

1. Book report (30)

Assigned Book: Bassler, Jouette. Navigating Paul.

Kentucky: John Knox Press, 2007.
OR Selected Tpoics on

BEREE © GRS - RE 2 (RIEEH © 2010)

2. Textual analysis A portfolio of a selected passage:

Group The portfolio should contain all relevant background
presentation (20) | information and analysis come across in the course related
to the selected text. For example, the interpretation
problem of the text, interpretation history of the text,
contexts of the text as well as different theological motifs
related to the text. Students are required to present their
portfolio in the class. Summary of their key points with

very brief explanation. 20 minutes for each group of 3
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students.

3. Final paper (50)

You may make use of the information in the portfolio to
write a full exegetical paper on the same chosen passage
in their portfolio or you can choose to discuss a specific
topic concerning any aspect Pauline corpus. Suggested
topic will be given later. The paper should reveal students’
ability to incorporate all relevant information in the

exegetical process based on a clear and solid method. In

question is a must. Deadline: 11/12 (11:59 pm)

order to have a good exegesis, a clear and justified

Assessment policy: All works have to be submitted through the Blackboard.

Mark will be deducted unless approval granted before the deadline. 1 mark for each
day for the first five days (1,2,3,4,5). 2 Marks will be deducted (7,9,11,13,15) after
the fifth day till the tenth day. Deferred work will be accepted only with teacher’s

approval.

4. Learning schedule

Date Main Topics Selected Text
analysis
4/9 Course Introduction + Problems in interpreting Paul
11/9 Basic concept in interpreting Pauline letters Romans 1
18/9 Interpretation history of Pauline letters Romans 3
25/9 Context of Paul (1): 2" temple Judaism and New Romans 4
Perspective of Paul
2/10 Context of Paul (2): Social World of Paul including the Romans 12
Political and Economic situation of Roman Empire
9/10 Core Pauline theological motif 1 - Theology Romans 13
16/10 Core Pauline theological motif 2 — Eschatology Philippians 1
23/10 Core Pauline theological motif 3 - Christology Philippians 2
30/10 Core Pauline theological motif 4 - Love Philemon
6/11 Interpretation Method: Socio-rhetorical Interpretation 2 Portfolio
presentation 1
13/11 Letter to Philemon: Demonstration of SRI application Portfolio
presentation 2
20/11 No Lesson _ Prof. IP out of town for SBL annual meeting
27/11 Conclusion Portfolio
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Presentation 3

6. Learning activities

There are various learning activities in this course.

Individual work: A learning portfolio style of assessment to help students to
construct their knowledge step by step.

Presentation and discussion: Portfolio presentation can help to stimulate the class

knowledge as well as the awareness of the complex layers of Pauline letters.
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— Pauline Letters

------ . Paul, the Law, and the Jewish People. London : SCM Press, 1985.

------ . Jesus and Judaism. London: SCM Press, 1985.

------ . Paul and Palestinian Judaism: a Comparison of Patterns of Religion.London :
SCM Press, 1977.
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8. Contact details:

Email: dripromans2015@gmail.com

9. Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work,
and to the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such
policy and regulations. Details may be found at
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/.With each assignment, students
will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these policies,
regulations, guidelines and procedures. In the case of group projects, all students of
the same group should be asked to sign the declaration, each of whom is responsible
should there be any plagiarized contents in the group project, irrespective of
whether he/she has signed the declaration and whether he/she has contributed
directly or indirectly to the plagiarized contents. For assignments in the form of a
computer-generated document that is principally text-based and submitted via
VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon
students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the
properly signed declaration will not be graded by teachers. Only the final version of
the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide. The submission of a piece of
work, or a part of a piece of work, for more than one purpose (e.g. to satisfy the
requirements in two different courses) without declaration to this effect shall be
regarded as having committed undeclared multiple submission. It is common and
acceptable to reuse a turn of phrase or a sentence or two from one’s own work; but

wholesale reuse is problematic.

10. Feedback for evaluation
Feedback and recommendation are welcome. Students are advised to either give

feedback during lecture or through email. Response will be made promptly based on


mailto:dripromans2015@gmail.com
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the need of students.



