Course: THEO5546, Preaching According to the Lectionary, Spring Semester, 2018
Instructor: Andrew Wai Man NG 1#.iE 3 (Th.D.)

Course description:

Preaching according to the lectionary is a time-honored tradition of the church.
The four lessons of Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle and the Gospel for the Sunday are
carefully arranged to be read and preached according to the liturgical year. The course
concerns itself with the liturgical, spiritual import as well as the pastoral application of
the lectionary for today’s church alongside the understanding of the basics and recent
discussions of homiletics.

Texts:
1. Bonnear, Normand. The Sunday Lectionary: Ritual Word, Paschal Shape.
Collegeville, MN, Liturgical Press.
2. Buttrick, David. Homilectic: Moves and Structures. Philadelphia, PN: Fortress
Press, 1987.
3. Johnson, Howard A. Editor. Preaching the Christian Year. New York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1957.
4. Fuller, Reginald H. Preaching the Lectionary. The Word of God for the Church
Today. Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1984.
5. Knowles, Michael P. Editor. The Folly of Preaching. Models and Metholds.
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publication Company, 2007.
6. Robinson, Haddon W. A Biblical Preaching. The Development and Delivery
of Expository Message. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1980.
Chinese translation by China Evangelical Seminary Publisher, 1991.
7. Stott, John R. W. Between Two Worlds. The Art of Preaching in the Twentieth
Century. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1982.

Course requirement:

1. Book chapter report: One chapter on Stott, Between Two Worlds and one
chapter on Knowles, Michael P. Editor. The Folly of Preaching. Models and Methods.
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publication Company, 2007. Students are required to
submit two 1500-word reviews on the chosen chapters. Students may have substitute
journal articles for book chapter with instructor’s approval. 20%

2. Reading of our sermons of your choice from at least two preachers with brief
summarie and reflections. 10%

3. Reading on Johnson, Robinson according to schedule. Attendance and
participation of critique of sermons in class are required. 20%

4. Class assignments and a sermon written and delivered in the class. 50%

Course outline:

January 8, 15

1. Introduction to the course; The Church calendar and lectionary for the planning of the
pulpit and as resources for the sermon preparation; requisites for effective preaching.
Reading: Robinson, 9-30 (Chinese translation, 5-28); Fuller, Preaching the Lectionary,



Xvii-xxxi, Preaching in Christmastide and the Epiphany; Formal elements of the sermon;
the plan and division.

January 22, 29
2. Series A Advent Season, 1-13 ; Bonneau, 3-55; Pfatteicher, 105-141.
Reading: , CY, 30-60; Bonneau, 111-128; Robinson, 115-134 (113-133).

February 5, 12
3. Preaching in Advent; The text, big ideas, subject, title, proposition, objective
Reading: Christian Year (CY), 3-29; Robinson, 31-113 (29-111)

February 26, March 5

4. Preaching in Pre-Lent and Lent; Formal elements of the sermon; introduction,
conclusion, transition.

Reading: CY, 61-117; Robinson, 159-173 (159-174).

March 12, 19
5. Preaching the Holy Week; Functional elements of the sermon: explanation, argument,
application, illustration.
Reading: CY, 118-156; Robinson, 137-156 (135-158).
March 19 featuring Dr. Tang Sui Keung ( 8}3#5@f# 1) sharing on his personal
experience as a preacher and the process of writing and delivery of a sermon.
( Reading wee )

April 9, 16

6. Preaching the Eastertide; The Style of the sermon: nature and importance of style;
writing of sermons; imagination in preaching.

Reading: CY, 157-157-186; Bonneau, 59-92; Robinson, 191-209 (193-211).

7. Preaching in the Trinity Season; The delivery of sermons: methods, voice and body in
delivery.
Reading: CY, 205-235; Bonneau, 141-163; Robinson, 191-209 (193-211).

April 23 (made-up class forMarch 26)
Presentation of book chapter reviews. Each student share his/ her reviews for ten minutes
for class discussion.

Students are required to prepare and deliver a homily of twenty miniutes according to the
lectionary of an assigned Sunday in the class with class evaluation.
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