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THEO 5921: Modern Christian Thinkers 
Academic Year 2017-2018 Term 1 

 
Lecturer:  Prof. Dr. Tobias Brandner 
Contact:  tobiasbran@gmail.com  
 
Tutor:  To be confirmed 
 
Language of instruction: English 

A.  Course Description 

The course introduces the work and thought of some of the important theologians 
and theological movements of the 20th century. Since the period of the 
Enlightenment western theologians have been struggling with the conflict between 
biblical traditions and rationalism. While an emphasis on the former generally 
acknowledges that reason is a precious gift of God, it shows a fundamentally critical 
attitude towards the use of reason in theological reflection. In contrast, modern 
science and human rationality left no place for God and understands human beings 
as autonomous from God.  
The challenge of rationality and of modernity is only one of several challenges that 
modern theology faces. The course aims at studying some of the major concepts of 
20th century theology and how they navigate the challenges of modernity and 
rationalism.  

B.  Expected Outcome 

Following outcome is expected:  
a) The students will gain a general knowledge of the core theological thought of 

some of the most important theological thinkers of the 20th century. 
b) They will read some of the original material of relevant theologians. By studying 

original texts of important theologians of the 20th century, the students will learn 
how to analyze, interpret and understand theological texts that are partly 
difficult to understand. 

c) Through the study of different theologians, they will get acquainted with 
different models of theology and the contexts from which they emerged. 

C. Methodology 

The sessions consist of two parts: a seminar-style part where the focus is on joint 
reading, understanding, and analysis of original texts, and a lecture part that 
introduces key elements of the different theologians more systematically. The 
seminar sessions towards the end of the term will be dedicated to student 
presentations. For each session the students will receive a homework and reading 
assignment sheet.  
Lecture and tutorial are usually in English. 

mailto:tobiasbran@gmail.com
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D.  Course Requirements and Assessment 

The reading of weekly assigned texts by important theologians builds the basis for 
the discussion during the course and for the understanding of the lecture. 
 
Further requirements and assessment scheme: a) Oral participation 20%; b) book 
review 30%; c) term paper 50% 
 
a) Regular class participation and reading of the weekly assignments (20%) 

Assessment of tutorial and class participation is based on the following criteria: 
 Regularity of attendance and consistence of homework 
 Balanced communicative behavior 
 Quality of oral contributions 
 Originality of thought 

 
b) Book review (30%):  

The book review should be written about one original work out of a list of 20th 
century theological works. Besides articulating the main theme and important 
points of the book, students should try to reflect on the significance of the book 
for his/her present situation. 
Length: Max. 2,500 words  
Deadline: Oct 30, 2017  
Criteria for assessment: 

 Content: does the review reflect a good understanding of the book? 

 Thought: Does the student critically engage with the thought expressed in the book? 

 Form: does the form of the presentation enhance the understanding of the written 
essay? (Neatness of the paper, good structuring, concise writing, mastering of 
language and proper use of source material) 

 Creativity: Does the form of the presentation show creative dialogue with the 
theologian? (Additional resource material, creative presentation)  

 
o Term paper + class presentation (50%) 

The term paper presents one theological movement from a list of such 
movements (different from the review). The paper should offer a survey of the 
movement, its historical development and origin, key figures, main thrust, and 
what it reacted against. The paper should also reflect the significance of the 
described movement for our present context. 
The class presentation should be short and explain in short form the relevance of 
a specific theological movement for the present day context and present day 
church life. 
Length:  5,000 to 6,000 words in English  
Deadline:  15 Dec 2017  

 
o Grading  

The grading follows the general grading policy of the CUHK outlined below: 
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For submission of assignments, please follow the following rule:  
1. Upload your assignment on the Blackboard website. Only word-format is 

allowed. PDF is regarded as non-submission. 
2. At the same time also upload a soft copy of the completed assignment to the 

plagiarism detection engine VeriGuide, at the URL: 
https://veriguide2.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/cuhk/   

3. The system will issue a receipt which also contains a declaration of honesty, 
which is the same as that in 
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p10.htm. The declaration 
should be uploaded in pdf to the blackboard system.  

E. Handbooks and Reference Literature 

 Baum, Gregory (ed.): The Twentieth Century. A Theological Overview, 
Maryknoll, New York, 1999 

https://veriguide2.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/cuhk/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p10.htm
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 Ford, David F. with Rachel Muers, eds.: The Modern Theologians 3rd. ed. 
(Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2005) 

 Frei, Hans W.: Types of Modern Theology (New Haven & London: Yale UP, 
1992). 

 Grenz, Stanley J., and Roger E. Olson: Twentieth Century Theology. God and 
the World in a Transitional Age (Paternoster Press, 1992) 

 Hauerwas, Stanley: Wilderness Wanderings. Probing Twentieth-Century 
Theology and Philosophy (Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press 1997) 

 Heron, Alasdair I.C.: A Century of Protestant Theology (Philadelphia: The 
Westminster Press 1980) 

 Kerr, Fergus: Twentieth-Century Catholic Theologians (Oxford: Blackwell, 
2007). 

 Livingston, James C., and Francis Schüssler Fiorenza, with Sarah Coakley and 
James Evans, Jr.: Modern Christian Thought. The Twentieth Century 2nd ed. 
Vol.2 (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2000) – also in Chinese: 利文斯
頓：《現代基督教思想：從啟蒙運動到第二屆梵蒂岡公會議》。兩冊。何光滬譯。成

都：四川人民，1992。 
 Macquarrie, John: Twentieth Century Religious Thought (London: SCM, 

1988) – also in Chinese: 麥奎利著，何菠莎譯，《二十世紀宗教思潮》

（香港：基督教文藝，1998） 

 Ormerod, Neil: Introducing Contemporary Theologies. The What and the 
Who of Theology Today – Enlarged and Revised (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis 
Books, 1997) 

 Schwarz, Hans: Theology in a Global Context. The Last Two Hundred Years 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005) 

 Smith, David L.: A Handbook of Contemporary Theology (Wheaton: 
Bridgepoint, 1992) 
(strongly evangelical perspective, very judgmental) 

 Valliere, Paul: Modern Russian Theology (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 2000). 
 Zahrnt, Heinz: The Question of God. Protestant Theology in the Twentieth 

Century, translated from the German by R.A. Wilson (London: Collins, 1969)  

In bold the books that are most recommended for reading parallel to the course.  

 
In Chinese  

 福特編:：《現代神學家：二十世紀基督教神學導論》。董江陽、陳佐

人譯。香港：道風書社，2005。 

 郭鴻標、堵建偉編：《新世紀的神學議程》。上下冊。沈宣仁審訂。香

港：基督徒學會，2002-2003。 

 卓新平，《當代西方新教神學》（上海：三聯，2006）。 

 

F. Course Schedule (13 weeks) 

 
6 Sept 2017 Introduction to the course 

Modernity and Modern Culture – Modernity and Beyond 
Background of 20th Century Theology: The Liberal Theology of the 
19th Century 
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13 Sept 2017 Neo-Orthodox Reaction to Modernity: Karl Barth and the Theology 
of Crisis 

 
20 Sept 2017 Karl Barth (continue) 
 

27 Sept 2017 Existentialist Theology: Rudolf Bultmann 
 

4 Oct 2017 Radical Incarnational Theology: Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
   

11 Oct 2017 Correlation: Paul Tillich  
 

18 Oct 2017 Secular Ecumenism: Harvey Cox 
 

25 Oct 2017 History and Eschatology: Moltmann 
 

1 Nov 2017 Liberation Theology: Gutierrez 
 

8 Nov 2017 Feminist Theology: Rosemary Radford Ruether 
 

15 Nov 2017 Hermeneutic Theology: Paul Ricoeur 
Student presentations 

   
22 Nov 2017 Postliberal and Postmodern Theology and Outlook 

Student presentations 
 

29 Nov 2017 Make up time 
Student presentations 

 

G. Suggestions for Book Review and Term Paper 

 
I. Theological Works for Book Review: (suggestions) 
 

1. Karl Barth, The Word of God and the Word of Man 
2. Paul Tillich, Theology of Culture《文化神學》or The Courage to Be  

3. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Discipleship 
4. Reinhold Niebuhr, Moral Man and Immoral Society《道德的人與不道德的社

會》 

5. Gerhard Ebeling, The Nature of Faith 
6. Wolfhart Pannenberg, Revelation as History 
7. Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation 
8. Jon Sobrino, Jesus the Liberator 
9. Jürgen Moltmann, Experiences in Theology《神學思想的經驗》or Theology of 

Hope 
10. Harvey Cox, The Secular City or The Feast of Fools 
11. John Hick, The Metaphor of God Incarnate 
12. Dorothee Sölle, Thinking about God or Christ the Representative. An Essay in 

Theology after the ‘Death of God’ 
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13. Rosemary Radford Ruether, Sexism and God-Talk or Gaia and God 
14. Mary Daly, Beyond God the Father 
15. Stanley Hauerwas, A Community of Character 
16. George Lindbeck, The Nature of Doctrine《教義的本質》 

17. Paul Ricoeur, The Conflict of Interpretations: Essays in Hermeneutics 
 
 
II. Theological Movements for Term Paper (suggestions) 
 

a) Dialectical theology 
b) Existential theology 
c) Ecological theology 
d) Ecumenical theology 
e) Feminist theology 
f) ‘God is dead’-theology 
g) Hermeneutical theology 
h) Liberation theology 
i) Postliberal theology  
j) Postmodern theology 
k) Process theology 
l) Theology after Auschwitz 
m) Theology of Hope 
n) Aesthetic theology 
o) Narrative theology 
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Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, 

and to the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such 

policy and regulations. Details may be found at 

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/.  

 

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that 

they are aware of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures.  

 

 In the case of group projects, all students of the same group should be asked to 

sign the declaration, each of whom is responsible and liable to disciplinary 

actions should there be any plagiarized contents in the group project, 

irrespective of whether he/she has signed the declaration and whether he/she 

has contributed directly or indirectly to the plagiarized contents. 

 

 For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is 

principally text-based and submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form 

of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon students’ uploading of the soft 

copy of the assignment.  

 

Assignments without the properly signed declaration will not be graded by teachers.  

 

Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.  

 

The submission of a piece of work, or a part of a piece of work, for more than one 

purpose (e.g. to satisfy the requirements in two different courses) without declaration 

to this effect shall be regarded as having committed undeclared multiple submission. 

It is common and acceptable to reuse a turn of phrase or a sentence or two from one’s 

own work; but wholesale reuse is problematic. In any case, agreement from the course 

teacher(s) concerned should be obtained prior to the submission of the piece of work. 

 

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
file:///D:/Users/vikki_aqs/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Academic%20Honesty/Eng%20htm%20files%20(2013-14)/p10.htm

