Course Title: THEO2213/THEO5313 WISDOM and THE PSALMS
First Term 2017/2018 Wed 10:30 pm-1:15pm CCT T21

Dr. Li Kwan Hung Leo (Email: khlileo@cuhk.edu.hk)

Course Description:

This course covers selected readings from the Psalms of the Hebrew bible and the biblical
Wisdom Proper. It provides a general introduction to the Hebrew Poetry, the Psalms and the
Wisdom Literature of the Hebrew Bible, in particular to their genres, literary structures,
messages and theologies, as well as their historical and ancient near Eastern backgrounds.
Historical studies aided with contextual interpretations will be the approach taken in engaging
the biblical text, while theological and exegetical studies of the text will interact vigorously
with contemporary use of the texts, in their ecclesiastical and social dimensions. Insights and
influences from modern literary and critical studies of the texts will also be introduced in the
course of interpretation.

Course Objectives:

1. To learn the content of the Psalms and Wisdom Literature of the Hebrew bible.

2. To understand Hebrew Poetry and Hebrew Wisdom Theology, and their histories of
interpretations.

3. To engage the biblical texts with various dimensions of the contemporary use of the texts
within ecclesia and public life.

Learning Outcomes:
Knowledge Outcomes:
(1) To be able to understand the Psalms and Wisdom literature in terms of its historical
scholarship and contemporary interpretations.
(2) To be able to interpret and engage the texts in their contemporary usages.

Attitude Outcomes

(1) To develop students’ ability to have a critical and yet sympathetic understanding and
appreciation of the Hebrew Poetry and Wisdom literature of the Hebrew bible within
the milieu of modern biblical scholarship.

(2) To develop students’ sensitivity to the relevancy of biblical Psalters and Wisdom
literature in the ecclesiastical and social dimension of worship and religious life.




Course Content and Schedule:

The class will meet three periods each week for lectures and discussion. This course mainly
engages textual studies of selected portions of the Psalms and Wisdom literature, in terms of
their interpretations, historical and contextual, highlighting themes and issues within the text.

Date |Topics Key concepts/topics Readings
Sep 6, |Course Introduction, Hokmah, Wisdom proper, Wisdom |Berry, Ch1l;
2017  |What is Wisdom? studies Ballard Ch.1.
Sep 13 |Overview on Wisdom Literature |Hebrew Poetry, Parallelism, Berry, Ballard,
Scholarship, Wisdom Theology; |Wisdom Theology, Theological Ch.5, Perdue (3)
Introduction on Psalms, Hebrew |history, Reading Strategy, Context
Poetry and Parallelism of emergence of Wisdom and
Psalms
Sep 20 [The Book of Proverbs (1) Literary Structure, Traditional Berry, Ballard,
Wisdom, ‘Fear of the Lord’ , Lady |Ch.9; Perdue(3),
Wisdom, (4),
Sep 27 |The Book of Proverbs (lI1); Themes and Theology in the book |Berry, Ballard
of Proverbs. 11; Perdue(3),
(4),
Oct 04 [Qoheleth (1) Structure and Literary Features Berry,
Perdue(3), (4)
Oct 11 [Qoheleth (1) Various themes in Qoheleth Berry,
Perdue(3), (4),
Oct 18 [Job (1) Structure and Literary Features Berry,
Perdue(3), (4),
Oct 25 (Job (1) Themes and Reception of Job Berry,
Perdue(3), (4),
Nov 01 |Introduction on Psalms Genre, Structure, Canon and the  |Berry, Ballard,
Interpretation trends Ch.4
Nov 08 |Psalms (1) Praise and Lament, Corporate and |Berry, Ballard,
Individual Ch.6
Nov 15 |Psalms (1) Collection and Editing of the/Berry, Ballard,
Psalms: Songs of Korah; Psalms ofiCh.7
Ascent
Nov 22 |Psalms (I11) Acrostic Psalms, Wisdom Psalms, |Berry, Ballard,
Creation Psalms; Theology of the |Ch. 8, 3
Psalms
Nov 29 |Conclusion (Presentation) / /

*(1) Berry, Donald K., An Introduction to Wisdom and Poetry of the Old Testament. Nashville: Broadman &
Holman Publishers, 1995.

O]

Festschrift Marvin E. Tate. Georgia: Mercer University Press, 2000.

©)

Eerdmans, 2008.

(4)

Press, 2007.

(®)
(6)

T&T Clark, 2011[2008].
* For THEO2213

Hunter, Alastair. Wisdom Literature. SCM Core Text; London: SCM Presss, 2006.
Hunter, Alastair. An Introduction to the Psalms. T&T Clark Approaches to Biblical Studies; New York:

Ballard, H. Wayne and W. Dennis Tucker, Jr., eds. An Introduction to Wisdom Literature and the Psalms:
Perdue, Leo G.. The Sword and the Stylus: An Introduction to Wisdom in the Age of Empires. Cambridge:

Perdue, Leo G.. Wisdom Literature: A Theological History. Louisville/London: Westminster John Knox




Learning Activities

This course mainly consists of lectures and student participations through class discussion and
project presentation. Students will be asked to do a 10 to 15 minute presentation and to lead
the discussion in the session on the selected book or passage of the Psalms or Wisdom literature.
This presentation will constitute 30% of the overall grade.

Lecture Presentation & Web-based Course Reading Written Assignment and
Discussion teaching project presentation
(hr)in (hr) /course (hr) (hr) (hr) / course
class in class
3 per week 6 hr/ 2 week 0.5 per week 3 per week 15hr
M M M M M

M: Mandatory activity in the course

Assessment scheme

1. Reading Report: (20%) Submission Date: Nov 29, 2017
Read Perdue, Hunter or Ballard, relevant chapters, and write a 2000 words of summary
report reflecting your understanding of the reading materials with regards to Hebrew Poetry,
Psalms, and Wisdom literature.

2. Project Presentation: (30%) [Subject to change]
Each student is to select from one of the books in biblical Wisdom proper, a Psalms or a
group of Psalms, and present as a project, 10-15 mins, to the class on the followings: literary
structure, themes and issues, theological and exegetical exposition, socio-political,
economic and religious background, etc. A power point presentation e-file must be
submitted together with a general outline. The presentation will be evaluated by peer review.

3. Term Paper: (50%) Submission Date: Dec 15, 2017 ™
Write a 5,000 words term paper on the topic: “The Wisdom Hope”. Submit a proposed
outline by Oct 19. The final paper is to be submitted on Dec 09. Late submission will not
be accepted without prior written approval and may suffer penalty in grade.
Full documentation standard (The Chicago Manual of Style) must be strictly observed or
suffer grade repercussion.
The paper should cover the following areas:
(i) The purpose of the book/texts selected for the research topic
(if) The relationship between the topic and the book/texts selected
(iii) The significance of the text and topic in current scholarship
(iv) The implication of the text and topic for the ecclesiastical usages and current social
environments.

Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the disciplinary
guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may be found at
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/.

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these
policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the same group should be asked
to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and submitted via
VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon students’ uploading of the
soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be graded by teachers. Only the final
version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.


http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/Eng_htm_files_(2013-14)/declaration_en.doc

Task nature Description Weight

Readings and Based on assigned reading materials and write a summary report | 20%
summary report on the reading materials relating to the Psalms and Wisdom
literature of the Hebrew bible. Due on Nov 29, 2017.

Presentation 10-15 minutes presentation based on the selected book or passage | 30%
+ leading a discussion following the presentation. Nov 29, 2017.

Written Assignment | Term Paper (5,000 to 6,000 words & due on or before Dec 15, | 50%
2017)

**As a double coding course, there will be different grading criteria for term paper between THEO 2213 and
THEO 5313. The Grading Criteria will be distributed and discussed during the first class.

Learning resources for students

Basic readings will be taken from:

(1) Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Poetry. New York: Basic Book, 1985. (Revised and Updated, 2011)

(2) Anderson, Bernhard W. Out of the Depths: The Psalms Speak for Us Today. Philadelphia: Westminster
Press, 1974.

(3) Ballard, H. Wayne and W. Dennis Tucker, Jr., eds. An Introduction to Wisdom Literature and the Psalms:
Festschrift Marvin E. Tate. Georgia: Mercer University Press, 2000.

(4) Berry, Donald K., An Introduction to Wisdom and Poetry of the Old Testament. Nashville: Broadman &
Holman Publishers, 1995.

(5) Blenkinsopp, Joseph, Sage, Priest, Prophet: Religious and Intellectual Leadership in Ancient Israel.
Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1995.

(6) Brown, William P. ed. The Oxford Handbook of the Psalms. Oxford: OUP, 2014.

(7) Brueggemann, Walter. From Whom No Secrets Are Hid: Introducing the Psalms. Louisville: WJK, 2014.

(8) Bullock, C. Hassell, An Introduction to the Old Testament Poetic Books: The Wisdom and Songs of Israel.
Chicago: Moody Press, 1979. [fHE#A © RIg o » FEEEY - MOHLEGSE (BELRrREEEER) &6
MR (HER R » 1986 - ]

(9) Clifford, Richard J., The Wisdom Literature. Interpreting Biblical Texts; Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998.

(10) Crenshaw James L., Old Testament Wisdom: An Introduction. Third Edition. Louisville: WJK, 2010.

(11) deClaisse-Walford, Nancy L. ed. The Shape and Shaping of the Book of Psalms: The Current State of
Scholarship. Atlanta: SBL Press, 2014.

(12) Firth, David G., and Philip S. Johnston, eds. Interpreting the Psalms: Issues and Approaches. Downers
Grove, Ill; Leicester: IVP Academic; Apollos, 2005.

(13) Flint, Peter W., Patrick D. jr Miller, Aaron Brunell, and Ryan Roberts, eds. The Book of Psalms:
Composition and Reception. Leiden: BRILL, 2005.

(14) Fox, Michael V. Qohelet and his Contradictions. Sheffield: Almond Press, 1989.

(15) -------mmmmmmmee . A Time to Tear Down and A Time to Build Up: A Reading of Ecclesiastes. Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Eerdmans, 1999.

(16) Gillingham, S E. The Poems and Psalms of the Hebrew Bible. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994.

(17) - . Psalms Through the Centuries: Volume One. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2008.
(18) Goldingay, John. Psalms: Psalms 1-41. VVol.1 Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2006.

(19) ---------me e . Psalms: Psalms 42-89. VVol.2 Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007.

(20) == . Psalms: Psalms 90-150. Vol.3 Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008.

(21) Magonet, Jonathan. A Rabbi Reads the Psalms. London: SCM Press, 1994.

(22) McCann, J Clinton, ed. The Shape and Shaping of the Psalter. Journal for the Study of the Old Testament.
Sheffield: JSOT, 1993.

(23) Mitchell, David C. The Message of the Psalter: An Eschatological Programme in the Book of Psalms.
Journal for the Study of the Old Testament Supplement. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Pr, 1997.

(24) Mitchell, David C. ‘Lord, Remember David: G H Wilson and the Message of the Psalter’. Vetus
Testamentum 56, no. 4 (1 January 2006): 526-548.

(25) Peterson, David L. and Richards, Kent Harold. Interpreting Hebrew Poetry. Minneapolis: Fortress Press,
1992,

(26) Perdue, Leo G. The Sword and the Stylus: An Introduction to Wisdom in the Age of Empires. Cambridge:
Eerdmans, 2008.



(27) ------mmmm - . Wisdom Literature: A Theological History. Louisville/London: Westminster John Knox Press,

(28) -------m-mm - . Wisdom and Creations: The Theology of Wisdom Literature. Nashville: Abingdon Press,
1994,

(29) R.E. Clements. Wisdom in Theology. Grand Rapids, Michigan: The Paternoster Press, 1992.

(30) Ross, Allen. A Commentary on the Psalms. Grand Rapids: Kregel Academic, 2011.

(31) Weeks, Stuart. An Introduction to the Study of Wisdom Literature. T&T Clark Approaches to Biblical
Studies; London: T&T Clark, 2010.

(32) Wilson, Gerald H. The Editing of the Hebrew Psalter. Society of Biblical Literature Dissertation. Atlanta:
Scholars Pr, 1985.

(33) Zenger, Erich, ed. The Composition of the Book of Psalms. Bibliotheca Ephemeridum Theologicarum
Lovaniensium. Leuven; Paris; Walpole, Mass: Uitgeverij Peeters, 2010.

(34) Zuck, Roy B. ed. Reflection with Solomon: Selected Studies on the Book of Ecclesiastes. Grand Rapids:
Baker Book, 1994.

(35) ------mm - . Learning from the Sages: Selected Studies on the Book of Proverbs. Grand Rapids: Baker

(36) === . Sitting with Job: Selected Studies on the Book of Job. Eugene: Wipf and Stock, 2003 [1992].

(37) h&5E(C. Hassell Bullock) 3 » MF54E (sFEfEzm) (Encountering the Book of Psalms) J&f2H& ==
B ZRfEEEE > 2010 4F -

(38) ZERJEH - #3t& B (Antonio Negri)Z » ZEA4ERE (KA Z T 0 AFHZEHVELES) (Job, laforce
de l'esclave) &1L @ GEREECCE MR > 2013 -

(39t (fattamErEwhed) & @ AE AR, > 2012 -

(40) 2T - SRS (FFE + B MR ) b+ 530Uk > 2008 -

(41) 52JE(Ronlad E. Murphy)3 > EGZHEEE (fap 2 fif @ B ESCE B0R) (f673) (Tree of Life: An
Exploration of Biblical Wisdom Literature) Jt 57 : 2% bkt » 2010 ©

@) =EEE (EHEENE  BUEEEEEE) T8 KE - 2013 -

(43) fE7CRI S (J. P. Fokkelman)Z - 23858 (EE&s5iE s ) (Reading Biblical Poetry : An Introductory
Guide) Ffk : K14 > 2008 -

(44) FEFR(G. Campbell Morgan)3 > fiIEZS (ERAEEEESH0E ) (Exposition on the Prophetic and the Wisdom
Books) &ft/SEPE | © SRR SR {EEE - 2005 -

(45) FefEE (Ao« SYRMBUUER) ¥nse « #rinaE s g - 2009 -

(46) [E-RHT(Ernest Lucas)# » 405R1HEE (BELYSCERBHEL | SR IR0 ) (The Psalms & Wisdom
Literature) &5 @ KiEEM - 2010 4F -

(A7) EosEE (HESCEERR) 45 BT > 2008 -

(48) iREE# (EEaCRRE | Sl ESE) &8 fEg T 0 2012

(49) Z15 7% (Harod Fisch)Z » MF54EEE (FFsE H--EE &SRR TT 1R ) (Poetry with a Purpose ) #&
& EPREREEE K R > 2011 -

Other suggested readings will be given in class and through the Blackboard.

Feedback for evaluation

A tailored made mid-term course evaluation and end-of-term university wide course evaluation will be
conducted in class. Students’ comments and feedback on the course through e-mail or within
Blackboard or personal meeting with instructor are always welcomed.

Instructor’s Contact Details

Instructor: Dr. Li Kwan Hung Leo (Divinity School of Chung Chi College)

Department Webpage: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/theology/

Instructor’s office Hour: By appointment

Instructor’s email: khlileo@cuhk.edu.hk

Please use the e-mail and/or Discussion Forum in Blackboard for all course communication

A Facility for Posting Course Announcements

Details for assignment and feedback for written assignment will be posted through the Blackboard or
email in due course. All questions with regard to the course could be posted on the discussion forum
or via e-mail and/or within the Blackboard.




