THEO 5955: Special Topics on Christianity and Society Il:
Theology and Media Ethos in the Hong Kong Context: from the 1950s to the Present

BRI A SRR AL 1950 SERES

Divinity School of Chung Chi College
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Semester 2, 2016-2017

Instructor:
Yam Chi-Keung (yamchikeung@cuhk.edu.hk)
Office: YCT-LG305 (by appointment only)

Logistics:
Day & Time: Mondays, 9:30am — 12:15pm
Venues: CCT-T20 (and YCT-LG2 on 16 & 23 January)

Course Description:

This course is an experimental and exploratory examination of the changing sociocultural ethos
and concurrent Christian theological expressions in Hong Kong since the mid-twentieth century
through recent years. This examination is undertaken by way of scrutinising representative
media narratives as well as Christian expressions of faith and theology over the period in
guestion. Drawing upon a range of academic areas, including the studies of media, culture,
social history and theology, the course is by nature multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary. In
contrast to much of the previous Christian theological discussions of media cultures which often
regard the media as subject of moral critique, this course engages media cultures as
sociocultural texts which are indicative of the ‘structure of feelings’ in a society and also as
resources for contextual theological endeavours.
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Special Note and Prerequisites:

No formal prerequisite, but some background in theological study is assumed, and previous
exposure to media or cultural studies or the social sciences is advantageous. Prior experience
with interdisciplinary courses in media and theology (such as Media, Popular Culture and
Christianity and/or Cinema and Theology offered in this Divinity School) is desirable.
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Special Note on Learning Experience:

The learning experience in this course depends to a large extent on participants’ engagement in

class discussions and the readiness to learn from one another. Such engagement is often the

result of preparation and familiarity with the assigned and suggested reading materials. At the

same time, relevant media artefacts (such as film and television clips, songs, creative writings,

etc.) will be studied and discussed in class together.

Objectives and Expected Learning Outcome:
By the successful completion of this course, participants should be able to:

1.

Demonstrate sufficient understanding of the changing socio-cultural ethos in Hong Kong
since the latter part of the twentieth century;

Demonstrate sensitivity toward the changing trends in the media cultures in Hong Kong,
and their connectedness to the wider social context;

Appropriately exhibit awareness of the interaction between media cultures and their
social contexts, as well as the implications of these to the theological enterprise.

Requirements:

Weekly reading reports and active class participation — 30%
1. Submit a one-page reading report on the listed reading material each week (from

week 3 to 11)

» Summarise the most important points of the books / articles, put your own
thoughts into them (e.g.: What do you think of what the author says? What
does the author make you think of? ... etc.).

2. Feel free to write also on the ‘further reference’ (optional) — but that has to be
included on the same page.
3. Share with the class what you have written and submit your writing in class.

Book Report — 20%
1. One book report due on week 12
2. Not more than 2000 words.

Final essay — 50%

1. Write on an issue which is closely related to the intersection of media culture,
society and theology — for example, it can be an examination of an issue of the past,
or a proposal of what is to be done at present or in future.

Yam: Theology / Media Ethos / HK Context 2017 -+ 2



2. You must be able to demonstrate: a. what you have learnt through this course; b.
your familiarity with the reading materials recommended, and beyond.

3. Length: approximately 5000 words (in either Chinese or English) — double-spaced,
12-point font size in Cambria or Calibri or other fonts of comparable size.

4. Follow the Chicago Manual of Style, use footnotes (instead of endnotes or author-
date citation).

5. Presentation of essay idea: 10 April (week 12) — each participant is to do a very brief
presentation on the proposed essay topic, with the key idea behind and an initial
outline, and will be open to the critical suggestion from the whole class. (Exact
duration of presentation will depend on class size.)

6. Submission: must submit through CUHK Blackboard, attached with scanned copy of
signed VergiGuide receipt.

7. Deadline: 24 April 2017 (2 weeks after the final class).

» Penalty:
a. asubgrade will be deducted from works submitted after the due date (e.g.
B becomes B minus);
b. works that are more than 3 days late will have one letter grade deducted (B
becomes C);
c. works that are one week late will automatically receive an F grade.
» Late submission disasters: Exceptional permission for late submission will be
granted ONLY in cases of unexpected / unforeseen personal crisis or that of

direct family member(s) — such as serious illnesses, injuries, death or traumatic
situations. It is the responsibility of the participant to obtain WRITTEN consent
from the instructor (in the form of email) before the due date.

Academic Integrity:

This course, as in the case of the whole Chinese University of Hong Kong as well as any decent
institution in the world, takes a stance of zero tolerance toward academic dishonesty.
Submitted works that are found to have committed plagiarism will automatically receive an F
grade and the case will be reported to University authority concerned, and could result in the
termination of study at the University. Plagiarism defined in its plain sense is the act of using
other people’s works or ideas without duly acknowledging it, thus intentionally or
unintentionally creating the impression that the piece in question is one’s own original creation.
Repeated use of one’s own work without proper acknowledgement is considered self-plagiarism
and is therefore penalised similarly.

For more information that can help you further understand and comply with the University's
standard in academic honesty, please refer to the CUHK official website on this issue:
<http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/>
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Course Schedule and Contents:

Week-Date

Week 1
9 January

Week 2
16 January

Week 3
23 January

Topics

Living between 1947 and 2047:
Hong Kong as a theological enigma

Media Narratives x Social Ethos x Theological Constructions:
toward an intertextual experiment

Readings:

v oAREE, (GRS EE R AR B N B AR S ), UiEkR
IR . BESC. RE EMH, (ASHAET? EREhRR
IRECECER) (Frits: BB O it 2014), 603-614.

v' Yam Chi-Keung, ‘Regarding the Interplay of Popular Media and
Religion in Hong Kong’, in Religion and Media in China, edited by
Stefania Travagnin (Routledge, 2017), 35-52.

Grounding the discussion:
media culture as a site of doing contextual theology

Readings:
v" Marsh, Clive, ‘Contextualising Theology in a Media Age’, in Theology
Goes to the Movies (Routledge, 2007), 9-40.

Supporting readings:

v" Marsh, Clive, ““High Theology” / “Popular Theology”? The Arts,
Popular Culture, and the Contemporary Theological Task’, The
Expository Times 117.11 (August 2006) 447-451.

v' Marsh, Clive, ‘Theology as ‘Soundtrack’: Popular Culture as
Narratives of the Self’, The Expository Times 118.11 (August 2007)
536-541.

v" Marsh, Clive, ‘Theology and the Practice of Meaning Making’, The
Expository Times 119.2 (November 2007) 67-73.

v Pears, Angie, Doing Contextual Theology (Routledge, 2009), 1-50.

Further References:
v' Bevans, Stephen, Models of Contextual Theology (Revised and
Expanded ed.) (Orbis, 2002).
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v" Bergmann, Sigurd, God in Context: A Survey of Contextual Theology
(Ashgate, 2003).

v' Chung, Paul S. et. at. (eds.), Asian Contextual Theology for the Third
Millennium: a Theology of Minjung in Fourth-eye Formation
(Pickwick, 2007).

Week 4 Historical stocktaking:
6 February media culture and theology in the Hong Kong context since the mid-
twentieth century

Readings:
v B, Ol aosEdissb e sofe ), BERRBE R (REIR
RS EEE) (F: 4R, 2012), 131-176.
voORIEL, (FBMEEREIE) , (PBIMER BT 25
(1998 4 7 H) 103-32.

Supporting readings:
v" Yam Chi-Keung, ‘Engagement in Television by Protest Christians in
Hong Kong’, Studies in World Christianity 11.1 (2005) 87-105.
v" Yam Chi-Keung, ‘Projecting Christian Faith on the Hong Kong
Screen’, Studies in World Christianity 15.2 (2009) 113-130.

Week 5 Defining Hong Kong:
13 February The dominant modern myths about who we are

Media resource:

v (IE[EIEY RPN (PESE. Z5JREIEH, 2002-2003)

Readings:

v BREE, (ERAZNER: B gsnEis) | frnEEe
A, (EASHL e BRI A P R ) (B RERERT AR,
2010), 74-86.
> BEFHIER|E, F[FE 91-95.

voORRRME, (CHrg DT R IR 7 R AR A B A R A A
), UEBRIASRE A, (E e BRI ) (i
SRELER BT ERRE, 2010), 118-134.

Supporting readings:
v' Matthews, Gordon, Eric Kit-wai Ma, and Lui Tai-lok, Hong Kong,
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China: Learning to Belong to a Nation (Routledge, 2008).
v OEORBE, (MEEZ, HEL) MEETRR] (B4R, 2007).

Week 6 The myth of economic miracle
20 February
Media resource:
Vo (TR E R (BRTERTE NG, B (L& HED) i,
1969).
v (ORZIEED) (BEREE, 1969).

Readings:
v" Chiu, Stephen Wing-kai & Lui Tai-lok, Hong Kong: Becoming a
Global Chinese City (Routledge, 2009), 25-80.
VORI, (BRI AR TAGIRMPIEOR) |, ISR =K
g5 SuRIME. FSEHESR, CEUW. AN, SO (RS 48, 2011),
276-286.

Supporting reading:
VOB, (TIHEAR: FHEAK TAORE) (Fi: #E—F
ZI5H8, 2008).

Week 7 Theological attempts under the economic myth
27 February
Readings:
v R, <EBHITEZET — MWEREER> (KILARR
M), Wk EESs,  (RAERERS ) (s SRR ph b,
2014), 12-33.
v, < T ANEAEEHERD, GEEERTIE, <BIRED,
HEHEEMBEREL, <B%E — —lEEITEEZR,
Wk AW RS, CLLFRARAS B ) (s ARt 2B,
2014), 51-99.

Supporting readings
vomikEs,  THE RO M [HEES T - FBEAEERTERE
IR ZHTT) (B B BIR 2SS 7L, 2007).
v" Fung, Raymond, The Gospel is Not for Sale: The Story of Hong Kong
Christian Industrial Council (Hong Kong: Christian Industrial Council,
2005).
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Week 8 The myth of Hong Kong local identity

6 March
Media resources:
v (fEMEBE) (FREETH, 1953)
v (R (2 S, 1984)
Readings:
v' Gordon Matthews, Eric Kit-wai Ma, and Lui Tai-lok, ‘Fleeing the
Nation, Creating a Local Home: 1949-1983’, in Hong Kong, China:
Learning to Belong to a Nation (Routledge, 2008), 22-39.
v" Ku, Agnes S., ‘Immigration Policies, Discourses, and the Politics of
Belonging in Hong Kong (1950-1980)’, Modern China 30.3 (July
2004) 326-360.
Supporting readings:
voOEREL. BB, (EHEEE G S o SR LR (&
i FE 0 B SR BOC R Fi AL, 2002).
v G, CRERELCRRIFDY (FHs: R, 1996).
v' Ma, Eric Kit-wai. Culture, Politics and Television in Hong Kong
(Routledge, 1999).
Week 9 Theological attempts in relation to the Hong Kong identity (1)
13 March
Reading:
vV (BB ISt LBUAREE R RS S GR) (B&
#£)(1984).

VoRIEG, (BOEIRE) (B 2AmEER, 1984).

voOEER, O\HERETFEBAgHg2 —— (EEF) o
M), sk ZAEEE (H R BIE—F B E g g LBE 2
B) (F¥s: B kAL, 2014) 5 = F [JREE AR ER AT 5T R A
FI) 30 (2001) 13-50].

Supporting readings:
Voo gbtam, 1997 WRSABLEEET) (B BEAR S 3, 1984).
v OEMEE (B REBIE—FBE TR LBra 2 ) (B &5
8 AR AL, 2014), 55—, .
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Week 10
20 March

Week 11
27 March

Week 12
3 April

Theological attempts in relation to the Hong Kong identity (2)

Readings:
Vo, (RN R A ATE —— B SRR) , IaRn
FEI AR (— UL LELAEREREL) (A SRE A4, 1983), 88-
119.
v RS, (B R D) (EENGE . LI TLRHEZ [
J&), WS A ISR S CLLBIARS ) (B s S5 P iR, 2014),
171-184. [JR & () 25 22 ] (1992 4F).]

Supporting readings:
v ERIMBEAR, (UL (Fi: SRAE AR, 1983).
v, CEARRERELEE SR ) (B SRR 0, 2012) [JR
hi: A s FEOA iR, 1987].

(Re)Defining Hong Kong:
Who we are as a people

Media resources:
Vo (THE) (SRR, SRS, WO, R, 5 RS, 2015).
v (ELHH# S (BRAEIE IS, 2016).

Readings:
v B, (SRR B R R ES —— s
WA PR (B R E LAY (A 443, 2012), 1-85.
v OORESE, ML, (BB (B 4, 2016), 259-282.

Re-approaching Hong Kong, theologically

Readings (book report on ONE of the following):
VOB, OGREETIEN: FBAGRATIRBUE) (B DR
¥, 2015).
v RSN, (ERATH EE) (T A EERE, 2016).
v OEFEE, (B&% EEE ) (B DRI, 2016).
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Week 13 Sharing the first fruits of your concern:

10 April Short presentations and discussion on essay topics

Ultimatum Time to submit your final essay

24 April v"In this imperfect world, nothing can ever be perfect; do the best you
can within the constraints, and submit whatever you have come up
with.
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