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THEQO5244 MODELS OF PRACTICAL THEOLOGY
2nd term 2016-2017

HYS303, Tu 7:00PM - 9:15PM

Course Outline
Website: Blackboard

Professor KWAN, Shui-man
smkwan@cuhk.edu.hk
3943-6709

Course Descriptions and Objectives

Here are some statements from Richard R. Osmer, a leading scholar within the International

Academy of Practical Theology as well as editor of the International Journal of Practical Theology
(1JPT):

In recent decades the discipline of practical theology has seen a number of far-reaching
innovations, including its scientific emancipation and the broadening of its scope...... The
“new” practical theology no longer views itself as a discipline concerned merely with
applications and techniques. It no longer understands itself to be a form of applied exegesis or
applied dogmatics, charged with formulating principles that can guide ecclesial practice...... its
scope is no longer that of pastoral theology...... The new focus of practical theology as an
academic discipline is closely related to fundamental hermeneutical reflection on the practical
character of theology as a whole. (Fr. Editorial of 1* volume of 1JPT)

These statements represent not only the new shape of practical theology but also a theological

tradition, more or less suppressed, according to which theology is fundamentally practical.

This course aims at familiarizing the students with this recent trend as well as a tradition of

practical theology which stresses that “theology is a practical science.” It also aims at helping
students to see how the theological theories that they learn through lectures and readings may have
bearings on their Christian lives and ministries.

Expected Learning Outcomes

1 Knowledge Aspects
1.1 Concrete meanings of theology as a practical science
1.2 Methods and Methodologies of practical theology
2  Attitude Aspect: fully appreciate that theological study is practically-oriented
3 Skill Aspect: theory-practice integration via theological reflection
Holistically, students would begin to acquire the habits of a reflective practitioner/practical
theologian.
Course Assessment
1 Critical Book Review (within 3000 words) 50%
B Critically discuss One Book marked with x in the Reference List of this Outline
(reserved)

B Language: either in Chinese or English
B Submission Deadline: One week after the final lecture
B Submission: submitted via VeriGuide ONLY (Pls do not send in hardcopies)
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B Style of Reference: The Chicago Manual of Style (16" edition)' OR APA (6" edition)?

should be used as the style of reference
B Marking Scheme
1 summary: 20%
.2 organization and presentation: 20%
.3 clarity of concepts: 20%
4 criticality and reflectiveness: 20%
.5 argumentativeness: 20%
B Academic Honesty:

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic
work, and to the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of
such  policy and regulations. Details may be found at
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ .

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that
they are aware of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group
projects, all students of the same group should be asked to sign on the declaration.
For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally
text-based and submitted via the plagiarism detection engine VeriGuide, the
statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon students’
uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will
not be graded by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be
submitted via VeriGuide.

2  Integrative Seminar

2.1 Presentation® 30%

2.2 Participation 10%
3 Class Participation 10%
Contents

What is
Practical
Theology?

+ Nature of Theology—Theoretical or Practical or “theoretical vs. practical”?

Thirteenth/Fourteenth Century
+ Practical Theology as a discipline—historical development
+ Types of Practical Theology
+ Methods and methodologies of Practical Theology
+  Empirical (qualitative inquiry) approach
€ the approaches widespread in the British circles
€ lllustrations: A research on Protestant Death rites
+ Practical Theology as Action Research
+ Hermeneutical Approach
€ theory and practice, application
€ What is “Practical”/”’Practice”?

Problem
€ lllustration: Wesleyan reflection on Pathological Gambling
+ Stephen Pattison’s Practical Theology as “Critical Conversation

! Examples are available from the official website addressed http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html
2 Examples are available from the official website addressed http://www.apastyle.org/.

% Guideline and

a sample for Presentation will be available later.

e Duns Scotus and the debate over the nature of Theology in the

€ “Application” and Understanding: the Fundamental Hermeneutic



http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html
http://www.apastyle.org/
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+ Practical Theology as Critical Social Theory
€ lllustrations:
® Lutheran reflection on local Higher Education in the context of
Economic Globalization
® Covenantal community and Taiwan/HK social policy
€ Class Experiment: enjo kosai

+ Preaching
+ Theological Education

Zi?rﬁ}?lis) + Theological Reflection ' _
of Practical ¢ M_ogjels of theological re_flectlon _
Theology L 2 Disjuncture and theologlca_l reflectlor!
€ Learning style and theological reflection
® Reflection via integrative seminar
gn;;% La;[rlve Students’ presentation®
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